Episode 291
In Seva’s Kitchen with Kafi spreading Butter on a piece of Toast, Aasha enters

Kafi – Do you want any Breakfast?

Aasha – No, thanks; I’m not hungry! Mum—Can I ask you something?

Kafi – Of course you can!

Kafi turns to Aasha, placing the plate with a piece of Toast on it on the table

Kafi – What’s wrong?

Aasha – Nothing’s wrong—! Well, something’s been bothering me, for a while now actually.

Kafi – If this is about the Kapoor’’s—

Aasha – I just want to know, Mum. Can—Can you tell me anything?

Kafi looks into the corridor, closing the door, turning to Aasha again

Kafi – Look, I agree with you, OK?
Aasha – Agree with me? Agree with me on what?
Kafi – That all of this; it’s one big mess.
Aasha – I never called it a big mess, Mum; I just want to know—

Kafi – You’re close to the boy, aren’t you?

Aasha – Daner?

Kafi – Yes; him! Where have you been seeing him? Where have you been talking to him?

Aasha – Work—

Kafi – Don’t play games with me, Aasha. You can trust me. I know what your Father’s like; just tell me.

Aasha – His Sister’s flat.

Kafi – OK, when you next go—Ask her.

Aasha – Mum—

Kafi – Just do it.

Kafi smiles at Aasha

Kafi – SEVA, BREAKFAST IS READY!

Aasha smiles sadly at Kafi, walking out to the corridor, exiting
In the Dirty Duck Pub with Lauren stood behind the Bar, Harry’s stood nearby her. Jay enters, walking out from the Staircase

Jay – Are we open?

Lauren – Yeah.

Jay – But what about the locks?

Lauren - Our Wonder-Barman managed to fix them!

Harry – I don’t expect a pay rise!

Harry laughs slightly

Jay – Are you sure you don’t know who broke in last night?

Lauren – No, if I did I would have told you, wouldn’t I?

Lauren exits, walking into the Staircase

Jay – OK, Harry; open this place up, will you?

Harry walks around the Bar, over to the door and Jay sighs sadly, looking into the Staircase

In the Shop with Imane stood behind the till, Rory enters

Imane – Hey, Rory! I haven’t seen you for weeks!
Rory – Let’s just say—I’ve been in hiding.

Imane – Why?

Rory – Well, it’s not like anyone likes me, is it? Besides, I like having my own flat; it’s peaceful.

Imane – You don’t have to hide yourself from me or Sasha, you know?

Rory – Haven’t you heard?

Imane – About what?

Rory – Sasha disappeared the other night; they just found out yesterday.

Imane puts her hand on her head, sighing

Imane – What is it with my closest friends going missing in this place?

Aasha enters

Aasha – Sorry I’m late, Imane!

Imane – It’s fine, Aasha! How did it go?

Aasha – How did what go?

Imane – You know—? Your family?

Aasha – Oh—! Confrontational, as usual.

Imane – It’ll be fine; don’t worry!

Imane smiles at Aasha and Aasha walks around the till, behind it; walking into the Staff Room, exiting
Imane – Look, if you need to talk to anyone you know where I am.

Imane smiles at Rory and Rory smiles back

Rory – Thanks, Imane.

Rory exits, walking out to the Marketplace and Imane sighs sadly

On the Dirty Duck Pub Landing with Jamie leaning against the Banister with his mobile phone to his ear
Jamie – No, I just—Look, I don’t care what the complications are, OK?

Court enters, walking out from the Living Room, closing the door behind her

Jamie – All I want is my Wife—My fiancée to be safe, alright? I’ve been in the Police Force before it’s not that hard! Thank you.

Jamie hangs up, looking at his mobile phone, sighing madly

Court – It seems you could do a better job than them?

Jamie – Your point?

Court – Well—Can’t you just go out and look for her?

Jamie – No, I don’t know where she went; besides, I’m not a Police Officer.

Jamie exits, walking into the Kitchen. Downstairs with Jay and Harry stood behind the Bar, Meg and Elliot enter and they walk over to the Bar

Jay – Ah, if it isn’t Megan and Elliot!

Meg – Don’t call me—

Elliot – Me and Meg heard that you opened early?

Jay – Yeah; we had a break in last night so wouldn’t open up, so—Early hours today! What can I get you both?

Elliot – I’ll have a Coke, please, and—

Elliot looks at Meg

Meg – Same as him.

Jay – Coming right up!

Jay walks along the Bar, picking up two Glasses

Meg – I’m not really in the mood for socializing, Elliot.

Elliot – Oh, come on; it’s not like Oliver’s going to walk in, is it?

Meg – I’m not worried about anyone walking in; I just want to be left alone completely, OK?

Luna and David enter, walking over to the Bar

Meg – What are they doing here?

Elliot – It’s a Pub, Meg; like I said, someone’s bound to walk in!

Jay places Two Glasses of Coke on the Bar in front of them

Meg – Actually, Jay; add some Vodka in mine, will you?

Jay – Sure.

Jay smiles at Meg, picking up one of the Glasses; walking along the Bar. Meg glares over at David and Luna stood at the Bar, madly. Harry walks over to David and Luna

David – A Pint for me and a Glass of Orange Juice for Luna, please.

Harry nods at them, walking along the Bar. Sean enters, walking to the Bar, leaning on it; Harry looks over at him and he takes his mobile phone out from his pocket, dialling a number and putting it to his ear

Harry – Jordan—I think you’d better know this.

Jay walks over to Sean after placing a Glass of Vodka and Coke on the Bar in front of Meg 

In the Shop with Aasha stood behind the till, Imane’s stood nearby her and she turns to Aasha

Imane – I’m sorry about this but I need to do something—You don’t mind, do you?

Aasha – No, you go on ahead! I think it’s what you deserve as I’ve been late quite a lot!

Imane – Thanks, Aasha.

Imane smiles at Aasha, walking around the till and out to the Marketplace, exiting. Aasha picks up her mobile phone from the till, dialling a number and putting it to her ear

Aasha – Daner? Daner, it’s me. We need to go to Jessa’s—It’s urgent.

Aasha looks up, sighing nervously

In Lorna’s Corridor with Luke opening the front door, Rory’s stood in front of him

Luke – What do you want?

Rory – Is Lorna in?

Luke – Why do you want to know?

Rory – She’s my Sister; I want to see her.

Lorna enters, walking out from the Living Room

Luke – I’ve made it clear enough that you’re not welcome here, don’t you think?

Lorna – Rory?

Luke turns to Lorna

Lorna – RORY!

Lorna walks up to Rory, hugging him; she looks at him, pulling herself away from him

Lorna – I’m—I’m sorry.

Rory – What?

Lorna – You’re going to have to leave.

Rory looks at Lorna in shock and Luke looks at Rory with a slight smirk on his face

In the Dirty Duck Pub crowded with people, Harry’s stood behind the Bar cleaning a Glass and Jordan enters, running over to him at the Bar

Jordan – Where is he?

Harry – Over there.

Harry nods over at Sean, who’s stood at the Bar, drinking a pint of Beer; Jordan looks over at him, walking over to him

Jordan – Dad, what do you think you’re doing?

Sean – Can’t I just have a peaceful drink ONCE in my life?

Sean drinks his drink, finishing it; slamming the empty glass on the Bar

Jordan – What? And get wasted?

Sean – I’ve had one pint, Jordan; I’m not drunk—Yet.

Sean clicks his fingers at Jay, who’s stood behind the Bar; Jay walks over to him

Jay – What can I get you, Sean?

Sean – A refill, please.

Jay – Coming right—

Jordan – No, Jay! He’s fine, thanks.

Sean – Ignore him.

Jordan – I said he’s fine.

Jay looks at them puzzled, walking along the Bar. Sean turns to Jordan

Sean – Look, the Pub’s open early, my  Wife doesn’t care about me—In fact, my whole family doesn’t care about me or what I do, so why should I care?

Jordan – I care about you.

Sean looks at Jordan madly

Jordan – Come on, Dad; you’re—You’re not being yourself! Just go back to the flat and—

Sean – We have no flat left, Jordan. Don’t you get it or have you just got air in that head of yours?

Jordan – Wha—What?

Sean – I Gambled, Jordan. I Gambled EVERYTHING to a Gambler, Jordan; and we—We lost everything.

Jordan looks at Sean in shock, walking out to the Reception, exiting. Upstairs in the Living Room with Lauren sat down on the sofa, Court enters
Court – Are you alright? We’ve got a Pub full of punters downstairs, you know?

Lauren – Yeah. Yeah, I know.

Court – Then why don’t you come downstairs? Serving people is your life, remember?

Lauren – I just—I don’t feel up to up.

Court – Is this about that whole break-in thing last night?

Lauren stays silent and Court sighs

Court – Look, Lauren; it’s nothing to be—

Lauren – It was Oliver.

Court looks at Lauren in shock and a tear rolls down Lauren’s cheek

In Jessa’s Living Room with Jessa sat down on the sofa looking at a Job Application Form. Daner enters, standing nearby the door

Jessa – Hey, Daner! What’s up?

Aasha enters

Daner – Aasha wants to know something.

Aasha looks at Jessa with a nervous smile on her face

In Lorna’s Living Room with Rory sat down on the sofa, Luke and Lorna are stood nearby the door

Luke – If you don’t get out I’m going to call the Police.

Rory – Go ahead, I’ll show them the bruises you gave me, shall I?

Luke – You haven’t got the guts.

Rory – Oh, I do.

Lorna – Can you both just—You know? GET ALONG? It’s not hard!
Rory – “Not hard”? Lorna, maybe if you used your Brain once in a while then you’d realise that he’s just like Alex!

Lorna – I actually take that REALLY offensively, you know, Rory?

Rory – Good, it was meant to be offensive.

Luke – And this is how you expect to make her trust for you come back?

Rory – Do you know what?

Rory stands

Rory – The only person who’s being a Sisterly Figure to me is—Is Imane! How strange is that? 

Lorna – She can do what she likes; it’s not my decision.

Rory – No, but—I thought that even YOU would be supportive, I thought that you’d side with me, Lorna; I thought that.

Lorna – So you lied? You lied about what you said about him; all of the threats?

Rory – I wouldn’t dream on it.

Rory looks at Luke madly, shoving past them both out to the corridor, exiting; there’s a door slam coming from the corridor and Lorna sighs sadly

 In the Dirty Duck Pub crowded with people, Meg’s sat down at the Bar. Elliot enters, walking out from the Men’s Toilets, walking over to Meg at the Bar

Elliot – Do you want to go now?

Meg looks at Elliot and Luna and David walk along the Bar over to them

David – Me and Luna just came to see if you two wanted a—

Meg stands, turning to them

Meg – No, thanks.

David – You don’t even know what I was going to ask.

Elliot – Meg—

Meg – And as you can see, I don’t really care.

Luna – I told you there’d be no point in trying to be civil, David.

Meg – And you were right as always, weren’t you, Luna?

Elliot – Meg, please just try and—

Meg – Don’t worry, there’s no need to be civil; or try to be civil, because I’m going.

Meg exits, walking out to the Reception

Elliot – Look, I’m really, REALLY sorry, OK?

Elliot exits, running after Meg out to the Reception. Court enters, walking out from the Staircase over to Jay behind the Bar

Court – Jay, Lauren needs you.

Jay – Why? 

Court looks at Jay, sighing sadly. Upstairs in the Kitchen with Karen sat down at the table nearby Emma; she’s looking at a bruise on Emma’s arm
Karen – Are you sure you’re not being bullied?

Emma – No! If I was I’d have told you! 

Karen – Look—I’m just concerned about you, Emma!

Emma – Well, for the Hundredth time don’t be, OK?

Emma stands

Karen – Emma—

Emma – I’m fine.

Emma looks at Karen madly, walking out to the Landing, exiting; closing the door behind her

Outside the Hotel with Meg leaning against the wall, Elliot enters; running out the Hotel

Elliot – There you are! Meg—Meg, please; just—Just—

Meg – I can’t do anything right, Elliot! I can’t just—I can’t be civil—I can’t! I feel like I’m missing something and I—I just want a kid. I mean, I didn’t before, but—But now I want one! I do; I want a kid! I want a kid, Elliot, and I can’t get that. I can’t even get my happiness back!

Meg begins to cry, putting her hand on her chest 
Meg – I can’t fix my Heart! I can’t.

Elliot – Then let me fix that missing piece for you.

Meg – You’re not going to plan to get a surrogate for me, are you?

Elliot – No. Why don’t I help you adopt a child?

Meg looks at Elliot smiling sadly with tears in her eyes
In Liz’s Kitchen with Liz stood nearby Joseph at the table; Joseph is sat in his High-Chair. Jordan enters

Liz – Excuse me, but what are you doing here?

Jordan – What do you think you’re doing, Mum?

Liz – I’m looking after your Brother, that’s what.

Jordan – No, I mean—Dad; what’s all of this about?

Liz – Oh, so I’m guessing he’s made me look like the Villain, has he?

Jordan – No, he hasn’t actually; he’s made HIMSELF look like the Villain!

Liz – Well, in a way he is, isn’t he? He lost EVERYTHING and he—

Jordan – He’s family. That means more than a load of possessions you can replace, doesn’t it? DOESN’T IT?!

Jordan looks at Liz with tears in his eyes and Liz looks at him madly, sighing
In Jessa’s Living Room with Aasha and Daner sat down on a separate sofa to Jessa

Jessa – It was when I was—I was about—Five; I was that young but yet I remember it as though it were yesterday. Seva; your Dad, Aasha, he was friends with my Dad; Kanvar; BEST friends in fact! 

Aasha – So—Why do they hate each other now?

Jessa – Because something happened between our families, and it seems as though it’s going to happen again.

Aasha – What—What do you mean?

Daner – Us. We’re making it happen again, Aasha!

Aasha – I don’t—I don’t understand; I—

Jessa – My Auntie Rani; she was older than my Mum and she—She fell in love. She fell in love with your Uncle Aakar, and she—He got her pregnant. Your Grandfather was devastated with him, Aasha; the whole of your family were! Then it became public, and they were walking through the Village; rocks, sticks, stones thrown from path-to-path at Rani, she was carrying an unborn Baby! And she—She refused to abort it. Then your Grandfather found out, he didn’t want to be ashamed; he didn’t want his Son to be a sinner, and he got a Gun; one your own Father has I’m guessing?

Aasha – I’ve—I’ve seen him carry a Gun; well—Not carry, but he—He kept a Shotgun of some sort in the Shed at our old House before we moved here and—

Jessa – That Gun; your Grandfather used it; he used it as a weapon to try and kill her. Only he didn’t get her, he got your Uncle Aakar. 

Aasha looks at Jessa in shock with tears in her eyes

Aasha – I—I—

Jessa – I know that this is a shock to you, Aasha; I know it is! 
Aasha – Wait, so—That picture your Dad keeps sending to my Dad is my—?

Jessa – Yeah.

Aasha puts her hand over her mouth, gagging

Daner – Are you alright?

Aasha – I—I’m fine; I’m just—I’m just—I don’t know! I don’t know what I am!

Jessa – My Auntie Rani; she—She was found dead in her bedroom the next morning. She—She hung herself.

Aasha looks at Jessa, breaking down in tears; Daner hugs Aasha tightly, looking at Jessa sadly and Aasha continues to breakdown in tears as Daner hugs her
In the Dirty Duck Pub Living Room with Lauren sat down on the sofa. Jay enters; he’s holding Hannah

Jay – Court told me that you were upset?

Lauren – I’m—I’m fine, Jay; don’t worry!

Lauren smiles at Jay and Jay walks nearby Lauren, placing Hannah down on the floor; he turns to Lauren as he puts Hannah down

Jay – You’re ill.

Lauren – Why do people keep saying that? WHY DO PEOPLE KEEP SAYING THAT?! I’M FINE, JAY, ALRIGHT?!

On the Landing Karen enters, walking out the Kitchen

Lauren – *From the Living Room* I’M PERFECTLY—I’m perfectly fine, OK?

Karen walks over to the Living Room door, gently opening it; looking inside. Inside the Living Room, Lauren stands
Lauren – I just need—I just need a lie down; that’s all!

Jay – You need to see a Doctor.

Lauren – No I don’t!

Lauren stands

Lauren – Honestly, Jay; I’m fine! I really am fine, OK?
Jay – You can’t do this forever, Lauren.
Jay walks over to Lauren, putting his hands on her face as a tear rolls down his face 

Jay – You can’t keep a Baby that’s not yours in your hands forever!

Lauren puts her hand on one of Jay’s, taking it away from her face 
Lauren – I’m not going to. I just—I just need some time.

Jay – There isn’t much time left, Lauren. You’ve had her for Six months; almost Seven! You can’t keep this up anymore.

Lauren looks at Jay and a tear rolls down her cheek. Outside on the Landing Karen gently closes the door, leaning against the Banister, putting her hand over her mouth in shock
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