Episode 328

In a bedsit with Lauren sat down at the end of the bed; she looks over at her mobile phone on a table nearby the bed and she picks it up; looking at the screen, she looks up; sighing sadly

In the Laundrette with Diane stood behind the till reading a Magazine on the Counter. Basil enters, walking over to the counter, standing opposite Diane

Basil – How many times have you read that Magazine?

Diane looks up at Basil

Diane – What’s it to you?

Basil – Well, whenever I come in here you’re reading the exact same one.

Diane – And how would you know? You don’t see the cover.

Basil – I’m trying to have a laugh with you, Diane.

Diane – Well don’t.

Basil – What? So you’d rather spend your life in misery than have a laugh with your Younger Brother?

Diane – At this point in time and possible forever, yes.

Diane closes the Magazine, walking around the till and over to a Washing Machine; picking up a Laundry Basket from the top of it and opening the Washing Machine which is full of Laundry. After she throws a few clothes into the Basket, she turns to Basil

Diane – Oh, sorry! Are you STILL here?

Diane looks at Basil madly, turning around again and Basil looks at her, sighing sadly
In Karen’s Living Room with Karen sat down on the sofa with a plate of Bacon and Eggs on her knee; she’s watching TV. Emma enters, standing nearby the door looking at Karen

Emma – Mum—

Karen – Yeah?

Karen looks at Emma and Emma walks over to her

Emma – I’ve been thinking—If my Anemia; if it—If it does get worse, what could happen?

Karen – Well—Look, can we talk about it later?

Emma – You said that almost a month ago, Mum.

Karen – Did I? 

Emma – Yes. We’ve had this exact same conversation constantly since I went to see Doctor Jackson.

Karen – Oh, I’m—I’m sorry. It’s just—This thing you have; it—It could turn into a Cancer; a Blood Cancer.

Emma – But—But I’m not going to die, am I? I’m not going to die?

Karen looks at Emma with tears in her eyes and she places the plate of Bacon and Eggs on the table in front of her; turning to Emma again as Jay enters, standing behind Emma nearby the door

Jay – Karen, do you mind me going out for a bit?

Karen – Oh—No, of course not! Where do you plan on going?

Jay – Just out for a bit.

Karen – OK then?

Jay – Thanks.

Jay smiles at Karen walking back out to the corridor, exiting. Emma glares at Karen madly, walking out to the corridor; closing the door behind her, exiting and Karen looks down, sighing sadly as a tear rolls down her cheek. In the corridor with Jay stood nearby the Living Room door looking at his mobile phone, he sends a Text Message saying, “Are you awake? I’m coming to visit you x” to “LAUREN” and he sends the message as Court enters, walking out from the Kitchen

Court – Where do you think you’re going?

Jay looks at Court

Jay – I think you know full well where I’m going.

Court – Yeah, I do. I was joking.

Jay – How’s Kyle copying with Jess?

Court – It’s JESSICA! Remember what happened the last time I called her “Jess”?

Jay – How’s he coping with JESSICA then?

Court – He’s coping fine. Although, I think sometime in the next week or so his head will explode!

Court laughs, looking at Jay sadly as she stops laughing

Court – She’s—Make Lauren happy, OK? I want her back to how she used to be.

Jay – I’ll try.

Jay smiles at Court sadly and Court smiles sadly back, walking back into the Kitchen, closing the door behind her; exiting and Jay sighs sadly

In the Dirty Duck Pub with Amy stood behind the Bar with her mobile phone to her ear

Amy – Look, Rach; I don’t care if you’re running late. If you want this offer, then I suggest you come here NOW.

Amy hangs up and Jamie enters, closing the door behind him; Amy places her mobile phone on the Bar, looking at Jamie

Amy – What are you doing here?

Jamie – Just here to find out where my Business Partner is.

Amy – She’s Busy.

Jamie – She doesn’t seem busy.

Amy – Jamie, your type of Girl is Baby-Obsessed and her name is Sasha.

Jamie – Be careful, alright? She’s my fiancée; my Wife-To-Be.

Amy – Please—Don’t give me a sob story!

Jamie laughs slightly, taking some folded Paperwork out from his pocket

Jamie – Seeing as it looks like you’re busy with this place, I think I should make you even busier—

Jamie places the folded pile of Paperwork on the Bar in front of Amy; Amy looks at the pile and then at him

Amy – Are you actually serious?

Jamie – It’s Business, Amy. I thought you’d be used to it by now.

Jamie smiles at Amy slightly, walking out to the Reception, exiting. Amy rolls her eyes, picking up the pile of folded Paperwork; unfolding it

In Mavis’ Kitchen with Mavis stood at the Kitchen Counter kneading some Bread Dough. Basil enters and Mavis stops kneading the Bread, turning to Basil

Mavis – Nothing like a good loaf of homemade Bread, eh?

Mavis smiles as she looks at the Bread Dough on the Kitchen Counter, before looking at Basil

Mavis – Basil, are you alright?

Basil – I’m fine.

Basil sits down at the table, sighing sadly

Mavis – Don’t think I’m an idiot, Basil; I know that “I’m fine” often means the opposite. What’s wrong?

Basil – It’s Diane.

Mavis – What? Are you honestly letting that miserable trout bring your down?

Basil – It looks like it.

Mavis – Basil, listen—

Mavis sits down opposite Basil at the table, grabbing hold of Basil’s hand which is on the table

Mavis – You’ve recovered from Male Rape.

Basil – I’ve not recovered, I still get flashbacks and—

Mavis – So? So what if you get flashbacks? Everybody get flashbacks of some point in their lives.

Basil – But—But I was young.

Mavis – Exactly. And like you said, it was a mistake. Look, why don’t I—

Basil – No.

Mavis – You didn’t even give me the chance to say what I wanted to say—!

Basil – You’re NOT going to talk to Diane and try and persuade her into speaking to me properly, alright?

Basil stands, looking down at Mavis

Mavis – What other alternative do you have, Basil? I hate this. I hate seeing you like this!

Basil – Well you’d better get used to it, because at this rate; me and Diane will never be the Brother and Sister we used to be.

Basil exits, walking out to the corridor and Mavis watches Basil walking out to the corridor, sighing sadly

In Karen’s Kitchen with Court stood at the Kitchen Counter making a cup of coffee. Emma, Kyle and Jessica are sat around the table

Court – How many Sugars do you want, Kyle?

Kyle – Just the one!

Court takes a small Sugar pot and a spoon out from the Cupboard, putting a spoonful of Sugar into the cup of coffee

Jessica – So, what do I call you? “Daddy” or “Kyle”?

Kyle – Well, what do you think you should call me?

Jessica – Well—I called Henry—I mean Daddy “Henry!” Is that right?

Kyle – Yes, that’s right, Baby Girl. 

Jessica – So, what should I call you?

Kyle – Just call me “Daddy”!
Court picks up the cup of coffee, placing it on the table in front of Kyle; she stands nearby Emma 

Jessica – Daddy, can we go to the Park? When we went there yesterday there were Swings!

Kyle – Sure! Emma, do you want to—

Emma – No.

Kyle stands, grabbing hold of Jessica’s hand; pulling her to her feet and they both walk out to the corridor, exiting; there’s a door slam shortly after they walk out and Court walks around the table, standing opposite Emma; looking down at her

Court – What’s wrong?

Emma – Nothing.

Court – Well there’s clearly something wrong with you; you’ve been quiet ever since you walked in here!
Emma – I said “Hey” and “No;” that’s not being quiet.

Court – Not completely—

Emma – Then why are you complaining? 

Court – I’m not complaining, I’m just—I’m worried about my Sister, that’s all.

Emma – Well don’t be, alright?

Emma stands, looking at Court

Court – Tell me the truth, Emma.
Emma looks at Court, sighing sadly

In a bedsit with Lauren sat down at the end of the bed; her mobile phone’s on the bed next to her. Jay enters, slamming the door open and Lauren covers her ears with her hands

Lauren – Don’t slam the—

Jay – Why haven’t you been answering your phone?

Jay walks over to the bed, picking up Lauren’s mobile phone; looking at it, it says “Two Missed Calls. Three New Messages” on the screen

Jay – Lauren—

Lauren – Don’t slam the door—Please don’t slam the—

Jay looks down at Lauren

Jay – There’s nothing to be scared of, alright? I’m here for you. Court’s here for you. Kyle’s here for you too! Nobody hates you, I—

Lauren stands, snatching her mobile phone from Jay; throwing it across the bedsit into the Kitchen Area; it slams on the Kitchen Counter, breaking apart 

Lauren – DON’T SLAM THE DOOR!

Jay looks at Lauren puzzled in shock and Lauren turns to Jay, putting her hands on her head again as she begins to breathe heavily, breaking down in tears

Lauren – Please don’t slam the door.

Lauren puts her head in her hands as she continues to breakdown in tears and Jay looks at her, sighing sadly

In the Laundrette, Diane enters; walking out from the Staff Area. She stands behind the till, looking at Mavis; who’s sat down on the Bench in the middle of the room

Diane – What are you doing here?

Mavis – That’s no way to speak to a customer, is it?

Diane – I know how to speak to customers and you most definitely aren’t one; otherwise you’d have a Basket full of Laundry with you.

Mavis stands, looking at Diane

Mavis – You’re smarter than you look, Diane.

Mavis walks over to the till, standing opposite Mavis

Diane – You saying I look dumb? 

Mavis – No, of course not. It’s just—Your Heartlessness; it overlaps that intelligence of yours.

Diane – I’m not Heartless.

Mavis – Really? Prove it.

Diane looks at Mavis madly

In a bedsit with Lauren sat down on the end of the bed. Jay’s stood in the Kitchen Area putting Lauren’s mobile phone back together; once he finishes, he walks over to Lauren, placing it next to Lauren on the bed

Jay – I’m sorry if I startled you when I walked in, I just—I was scared.

Lauren – I understand. I would be too if you weren’t answering your phone; especially if you were in a claustrophobic place like this.

Jay – Shall I go back to the Hotel and pick Court up; I can drop her off here if you like aswell?

Lauren looks up at Jay, nodding as she smiles slightly

Lauren – Yeah. Yeah, I’d like that.

Lauren smiles at Jay and Jay smiles back, kissing her cheek and walking out to the corridor, exiting. Lauren stands, walking over to the window, looking out of it; seeing the Hotel in the distance, looking over at her mobile phone which is on the bed before looking out the window again, closing the curtains as she backs away from it 
In the Dirty Duck Pub crowded with people; a group of people are dancing on the dance-floor and Rach enters, walking out from the Staircase, standing nearby Amy; who’s also stood behind the Bar

Rach – I accept.

Amy turns to Rach

Amy – Are you sure? I mean—It’s not that I want you, Jack and Hannah to move in; it’s just—I do get lonely sometimes.

Rach – I’m sure, and I understand.

Amy smiles at Rach

Amy – Good.

Amy walks along the Bar and Rach smiles slightly, watching Amy walking away
In Karen’s Living Room with Karen sat down on the sofa. Court enters, standing nearby the door

Court – Mum, can I ask you a question?

Karen looks at Court stood nearby the door

Karen – Sure. What is it?

Court – Why—Why have you been treating Emma like a child? 

Karen – She is a child, Courtney.

Court – She may be to you; but—She’s entering her Teenage years, Mum. 

Karen – I know that. And I know that she’s been through a lot in her childhood before you mention it.

Court – Then why do you keep speaking to her as though she’s a Three Year Old?

Karen – If she has a problem with it, then—

Court – She’s told you how much it’s bothered her almost every day for the past month. Mum, you—You need to stop.

Court walks out to the corridor, closing the door behind her; the front door opens and Jay enters, walking into the corridor

Jay – Court—

Court – What is it? What’s happened to her? What’s happened to Lauren?

Jay – Nothing. Nothing, she’s fine! She’s perfectly fine, Court.

Court – Alright, well—Why are you back here?

Jay – She wants me AND you to be there with her; at the bedsit.

Jay smiles at Court and Court nods, smiling back at him

In Mavis’ Corridor Basil enters, closing the front door behind him

Basil – MAVIS, I’M BACK!

Mavis – *From the Kitchen* THROUGH HERE, BASIL!

Basil walks over to the Kitchen Door

Basil – I just went out to the Park for some fresh-air; just to clear my head and—

Basil opens the door, walking into the Kitchen; seeing Diane stood at the Kitchen Counter kneading some Bread Dough. Mavis is sat down at the table and Diane looks at Basil stood at the door

Basil – Di—

Diane – Basil—

Diane stops kneading the Bread Dough, walking over to Basil

Diane – I’ve been—I have been so horrible to you. I didn’t give you a chance. I didn’t give you a second chance to prove yourself, and—And it was wrong of me. So all I ask for you to do is to give me a second chance to give YOU a second chance.

Basil looks at Diane with tears in his eyes; he nods at her and Diane hugs him as a tear rolls down her cheek. Basil looks over at Mavis as she gives him a wink and Basil smiles at her, hugging Diane back with tears in his eyes

In Karen’s Living Room with Karen sat down on the sofa. Emma enters, sitting down next to her on the sofa
Karen – I’m sorry.

Emma – “Sorry”? What are you sorry for? You’ve done nothing wrong.

Karen – No, I mean—I’m sorry. I’m sorry for—I’m sorry for treating you like a little kid. It was wrong of me.

Emma looks at Karen sadly with tears in her eyes

Karen – So ask me again, and I’ll answer you properly this time.

Emma – Mum—

Karen – Yes, Emma?

Emma – If my Anemia turns into Blood Cancer, could I die? 

Karen – You could do, yes.

Emma – Please don’t let die, Mum. Please—

A tear rolls down Emma’s cheek

Emma – Please don’t let me die.

Karen puts her hands on Emma’s face, wiping her tears

Karen – You try and stop me.

Karen takes her hands off Emma’s face, hugging her and Emma hugs her back; closing her eyes as a tear rolls down her cheek

In a Bedsit Jay and Court enter; they look around the bedsit

Jay – LAUREN?! LAUREN?!

Jay walks further into the Bedsit, putting his hand to his head 

Court – Where is she?
Jay turns to Court, taking his hand away from his head

Jay – Well I would like to know the answer to that, but—

Jay’s mobile phone beeps and he takes it out from his pocket, looking at it; it says “One New Message” on the screen

Court – What? What is it, Jay? Is that—?

Jay looks up at Court nervously with tears in his eyes

In the Hotel Car Park a Taxi drives into the Car Park, parking inside it. Somebody climbs out from the Taxi and they look up at the Hotel Doors as the Taxi drives out of the Car Park; The person’s revealed to be Lauren and she looks through the Glass of the Hotel Doors at the Dirty Duck Pub Doors with a smile on her face
TO BE CONTINUED
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