Episode 373
In the Dirty Duck Pub with Sasha stood behind the bar; she has a glass of vodka in her hand. Jamie enters, waking out from the staircase; he stands behind Sasha, holding her waists 

Jamie – Why don’t you come back to bed? 

Sasha – I’m not tired. I couldn’t sleep last night.

Jamie lets go of Sasha; turning her around to him

Jamie – What’s up, Sasha? 

Sasha – Nothing’s up with me. Why do you ask, Jamie?

Jamie – It’s just—You not sleeping; there HAS got to be a reason! Are you having flashbacks or—? You know; nightmares?

Sasha – No, I just—I just can’t get something off my mind.

Sasha sips her drink before placing it on the bar; looking at Jamie

Sasha – It’s my Mum; the other night she tried to build bridges with me and I—I thought that it was some kind of scheme which my Dad had set up; something which he told her to do, but—It wasn’t. It wasn’t, and—

Jamie – You shouldn’t trust her; just because your Dad says that he didn’t come up with your Mum trying to make amends with you, it doesn’t mean that—

Sasha – No, Jamie; there’s something—Something’s not right.

Sasha looks at Jamie in horror as Jamie looks down at her, sighing sadly 

In Ross’ living room with Valerie sat down on the sofa; she has a black-eye. Chris enters, looking down at her

Chris – You see what happens when you go against me?

Chris sits down on a separate sofa to Valerie

Chris – You know how much I hate hurting you, and—
Valerie – You’ve done it for years, Chris. You’ve been hurting me; throwing punches my way for—Years.

Chris – I only throw punches your way when it’s necessary. 

Valerie looks at Chris in shock

Valerie – “Necessary”?! Look at me, Chris! LOOK AT ME!

Ross enters, standing by the door; he looks down at Valerie in shock

Ross – Auntie Valerie, what’s happened to your—?

Chris – She got mugged—Again.

Ross – Look, why don’t we just call the police?

Valerie – Because—Because that won’t help anything; it won’t make anything better, Ross.

Ross – Well it would stop you getting beaten, wouldn’t it? These people; they’ve followed you from—

Valerie – Look, I’m stronger than you thing, alright?

Valerie stands, walking out to the corridor. Chris stands, turning to Ross

Chris – I’ll try speaking to her again.

Chris walks out to the corridor to Valerie; closing the door behind him. He looks at Valerie madly; pointing his finger at her

Chris – NEVER go against me again. Do you understand?

Valerie stares at Chris madly as Chris puts his finger down, walking into the kitchen; exiting, slamming the door behind him
In the Shop Imane enters, closing the door behind her; she sees a Cardboard Box on the floor in the middle of an aisle

Imane – DANER?! AASHA?!

There’s a noise coming from the store room and Imane walks over to the till; walking around it, swinging the store room open; she looks down, seeing Jordan sat down on the floor; leaning against the wall, he looks up at her; smiling at her sadly as Imane looks down at him in shock

In Izzy’s dining room with Shirley sat down at the table with a cup of coffee in her hand on the table; Deborah’s stood nearby, she places a plate with several pieces of toast on it on the table. Izzy enters, standing by the door; she has her backpack on

Izzy – Mum, I’m going to school now!

Deborah turns to Izzy stood nearby the door

Deborah – Are you sure about this, Izzy?

Izzy – What do you mean?

Deborah – Well—Don’t you think that it’s a bit early to go back to—

Izzy – You’re the one who suggested that I go back, Mum.

Deborah – Alright then, you can go back today; see how it goes, and then—

Izzy – It’ll be fine! 

Izzy smiles at Deborah, walking out to the corridor; exiting, there’s a door slam shortly after she walks out

Shirley – She’s right, you know? She’ll be fine, Deborah; everything will be—

Deborah – “Fine”? Are you sure that EVERYTHING will be fine, Mum? Are you really?

Shirley stands, turning to Deborah

Shirley – This is why she’s so anxious about going out; the poor girl has no access to the outside world because you’re pushing her away from it; further and further by the day, and—

Deborah – You wouldn’t be saying that if you saw what I saw.

Shirley looks at Deborah puzzled

Shirley – What are you—?

Deborah – I’ve found more pills; more of—I’ve found more pills in her bedroom hidden between books, and—I don’t know what to do.

Deborah wipes a tear as it rolls down her cheek as Shirley looks at her in shock

In the Shop store room with Jordan sat down on the floor; leaning against the wall. Imane enters, sitting down next to him; leaning against the wall

Imane – I’ve locked up; told Aasha and Daner not to come in.

Jordan – You didn’t need to, you know? I could just leave now, and—

Imane – Let you leave; in the state you’re in? No thanks.

Jordan – Why are you being so—Nice to me? 

Imane – What do you mean?

Jordan – I know I’ve asked you so many times before, but—After what I did; I—I cheated on you.

Imane – You fell in love with Harry before me, and then your Mum; she—She pushed you into “loving” me. You can’t lie about love, Jordan. 

Jordan – I’m a gay man, Imane. I’ve gone against my family, my life, my—
Imane – Does it matter?

Jordan – Of course it matters; I’ve brought shame onto my family name, and—

Imane – And yet you keep on fighting, Jordan. You keep on fighting; you keep on loving Harry. And do you know what? That’s something to be proud about.

Imane smiles at Jordan and Jordan smiles sadly back at her

In the Club Office with Amy stood behind the desk. Hannah enters; standing by the door, looking at Amy

Hannah – Look, if you want me to get you any money then you can think again, alright?

Amy – Ah, Hannah! Why don’t you take a seat, and—

Hannah – Who the hell do you think you are; Alan Sugar? You think that you’ve got power; you think that you’re ten foot above people, but do you know what? You’re ten foot under. 

Hannah walks over to the door

Amy – Now, why don’t we try that again, Hannah?

Hannah stops by the door, turning to her

Amy – I have a job for you.

Hannah looks at Amy madly as Amy looks at her with a smirk on her face

In the café with Sasha sat down at a table. Valerie enters, walking over to the table; sitting down opposite Sasha
Sasha – Mum, what’s happened to your—?

Valerie – It doesn’t matter how I got this, alright? It doesn’t, it—

Sasha – Mum, tell me.

Valerie looks at Sasha nervously with tears in her eyes

Valerie – I just wanted to see you; I just—I just wanted to see my little girl!

Valerie wipes a tear as it rolls down her cheek; Sasha looks at Valerie sadly, putting her hand on Valerie’s hand which is on the table

Sasha – It’s alright, Mum. I’m here now, but—I can’t be if you don’t tell me EXACTLY what happened.

Sasha looks at Valerie sadly as Valerie wipes another tear as it rolls down her cheek, nodding at Sasha

In the Club Office with Hannah and Amy stood up looking at each other

Hannah – So—You want me to BODYGUARD your money; be its security?

Amy – Yep! It can’t be that hard now, can it?

Hannah – But I thought—Why—Isn’t the money in the safe?

Amy – That’s why I need you to be the lookout for this place, Hannah; I want you to see if that Luke walks in here.

Hannah – Luke? Why would he walk into this place, and—

Amy – Because MY money is his DAD’S money; I stole it from his will.

Hannah – Hang on, so—Your money; it’s not yours?

Amy – Nope!

Hannah – So you forged his will; you CHANGED it?

Amy – Yep! You’re smarter than I thought, Hannah; you actually have a brain inside that skull of yours!

Amy laughs, walking over to the door; opening it as she stands to one side

Amy – You can leave now; go back to your—“Family.”

Hannah turns to Amy, looking at her madly before walking out the door, exiting; Amy slams the door after Hannah walks out, smirking again before walking over to the desk; standing behind it 
In Ross’ kitchen with Chris sat down at the table; Ross and Laura are stood nearby each other, leaning against the kitchen counter
Ross – Why doesn‘t she want us to all the police though? 

Laura – Me and Dad have had the same argument with her for years now; countless times!

Ross – And what does she say?

Chris – She just—She goes against our wishes. 

Ross – Well, do you know something? I’m going to make her go ALONG with our wishes, or I’ll call the police myself.

Ross walks out to the corridor, exiting

Laura – He’s right, Dad; we can’t keep letting her get in this sort of state, can we?

Chris – I know we can’t; she just—She kept herself locked away from others yesterday, she didn’t even let ME speak to her, and even when I did then she’d just—

Valerie enters, standing by the door; looking at Chris madly

Valerie – Don’t listen to him, Laura.

Chris looks up at Valerie madly as he stands from his seat

Valerie – It’s a lie.

Sasha enters, standing nearby Valerie at the door

Valerie – EVERYTHING we’ve been telling you about this gang beating me up; the reason why I’m not calling the police about it; it’s ALL a lie.

Laura looks at Valerie puzzled as Valerie continues to look at Chris madly

In the Shop with Imane stood behind the till; Jordan’s stood at the till opposite her

Jordan – Thanks, Imane.

Imane – Why are you thanking me?

Jordan – Just—Nobodies respected me for who I am for—Well, a year now. 

Imane – It’s your life, Jordan; YOU are you, and nothing and NOBODY can change that. 

Jordan – But what if it gets too much for me, Imane? What if it—What if it gets too much for Harry; what if he gives up on me because of what my Mum says? 

Imane – That won’t happen!

Jordan – HOW DO YOU KNOW THAT?!

Jordan looks at Imane with tears in his eyes

Jordan – Imane, how do you—You have NO IDEA what it’s like not to be accepted; I just want my family; my Mum to accept me for who I am.

Jordan turns around as he begins to breakdown in tears

Imane – Do you know something? It doesn’t matter what she thinks; it doesn’t matter what anyone thinks. And do you know why?

Jordan turns to Imane, wiping his tears

Imane – Because I’ll be there for you.

Imane smiles at Jordan ad Jordan smiles back, continuing to wipe his tears 

In Tori’s living room with Tori looking at Hannah
Tori – You’re her pet, Hannah; that’s what you are!

Hannah – Well, she’s not making me do anything as bad as last time, is—

Tori – You hate her, Hannah. YOU HATE HER AND SHE HATES YOU!

Hannah – How do you know that though? What if—What if deep down Amy actually has some good in her?

Tori – Because she wanted to push Bronwyn to suicide; she wanted YOU to frame ME, Hannah; she wanted me to get a load of punches thrown my way. Is that enough for you, Hannah? IS IT?! IS THAT ENOUGH FOR YOU?!

Tori looks at Hannah madly with tears in her eyes

Tori – Now I know that I’ve got an iffy past, alright? I know that, and I’ve learnt from them. But I don’t want you to walk down the same path as I did; I don’t want you to follow the crowd and do what Amy tells you to, alright? Please—Please, Hannah; just—Just listen to me! LISTEN TO ME!

Tori looks away from Hannah as she continues to cry as Hannah looks at her sadly before walking out to the corridor, exiting 

In Ross’ living room with Ross, Valerie, Chris, Laura and Sasha. Ross is looking at Chris madly

Ross – I can’t believe—I can’t believe that I fell into your trap; I—

Laura – It’s okay, Ross; I fell into his trap too.

Ross – YOU fell into his trap? Is that right? Is that why you’ve been carrying “Sasha’s Baby;” MY baby just so that you can give birth to this child who you said—Who YOU swore that you were going to surrogate Sasha’s child just so that you can take it away from her and GLOAT about the baby?!

Laura – You’ve misunderstood the whole thing, Ross; that’s not what was going to happen, what was meant to happen is what you—

Sasha – That’s EXACTLY what was going to happen. And Dad’s gotten right into your head; he’s POSSESSED you, Laura, and you can’t escape.

Ross looks at Chris madly; shoving past everybody as he walks out to the corridor, exiting. Valerie walks out to the corridor and into her and Chris’ bedroom, she walks over to the wardrobe; looking at herself in the mirror. Chris enters, standing by the door, closing it behind him
Chris – I warned you, Valerie.

Valerie scoffs, turning to Chris stood by the door

Valerie – You warned me? What did you warn me about, Chris? Remind me.

Chris – I warned you that if you EVER went against me again that the same thing would happen. I think that if I gave you ANOTHER black eye you’d look like you should go into a zoo; get locked up.

Valerie – If you touch me ever again then you’ll end up like a caged animal; locked up.

Chris – Is that a threat?

Valerie – Yes, it is.

Chris – You HONESTLY think that I’d listen to a threat coming from a cow like YOU?!

Valerie – And you honestly think that I’m scared of you?

Chris – You should be.

Valerie – Well, do you know what, Chris? I’m not. I’m not scared of you, I NEVER have been scared of you and I NEVER will be. 

Valerie looks at Chris madly

Valerie – So why don’t you get it into that head of yours that this relationship will NEVER work and that we go our separate ways?

Chris laughs, scoffing at Valerie

Chris – You really think that I’d let that happen, Valerie?

Valerie – Well it’s the truth, isn’t it? I want a divorce, Chris.

Chris – You can do what you like, Valerie; you can get the papers now if you like. Go on, get on the phone.

Valerie continues to stare at Chris madly

Chris – But let me just tell you something; you can sign the papers. You can sign the papers whenever you like; straight away in fact! But me; I’m not going to do anything. I’m not going to sign them. 

Chris opens the door, turning to Valerie again

Chris – I’ve got a bottle of champagne in the fridge to mark this special occasion, you know? Us celebrating now—

Chris walks out to the corridor

Chris – AND the future.

Chris slams the door behind him; exiting as Valerie looks down at the floor before looking up at the closed door madly as a tear rolls down her cheek
TO BE CONTINUED

Valerie – Sasha’s Mum 

Chris – Sasha’s Dad

Ross – Sasha’s Cousin

Sasha – PixelRainbow.
Laura – Sasha’s Sister

Hannah – Croeso

Tori – Tribulations

Imane – enami

Jordan – Liz’s Son

Deborah – Izzy’s Mum

Shirley – Izzy’s Grandma
Amy – amyrose2024 

Izzy – meepmeow 

Jamie – Court’s Brother

