Episode 453

In Kieran’s living room with Kieran stood by the window, looking out at the people walking in and out from the Hotel and in and out of the Marketplace and Town. Sophs enters, looking at him

Sophs – Are you alright?

Kieran turns to Sophs, nodding slightly

Kieran – Yeah, I just—Last night shocked me, that’s all.

Sophs – I think that it shocked everybody, don’t you?

Kieran – Yeah, but—Sophs; if he finds out what I did, that I pulled the trigger, then he can—

Sophs – He can’t do anything about it, Kieran; I promise.

Kieran – I’m just—I don’t want to lose you again, Sophs.

Sophs – And you won’t, Kieran; that won’t happen!

There’s knocking at the front door coming from the corridor

Sophs – Why don’t you put the kettle on? That might be Demi from taking Hope to school.

Kieran – In a minute, I just need some time to myself.

Sophs smiles at Kieran, nodding at him before walking out to the corridor; swinging open the front door, seeing Donna stood at the front door in front of her

Sophs – M—Mum?!

Donna – I’m sorry to drop in on you like this, Sophie; BUT—Oh, you have a baby bump, don’t you?! I can tell!

Donna smiles at Sophs, walking past her into the corridor; Sophs closes the front door, turning to her puzzled

Sophs – Mum, what—What are you doing here?

Donna – WELL, you see—I was just travelling around the area, and I thought that I’d pop in to see you! I’m quite the considerate mother, aren’t I? 

Donna smiles at Sophs, walking into the living room, exiting as Sophs puts her hand on her head, sighing madly

In the Garage with Louise sat down on a chair. Lorna enters, holding a plate of Salad; closing the door behind her

Lorna – I’m sorry to walk in on you like this, Louise; but I thought that you could do with some—

Lorna looks in front of her, seeing Louise sat down on the chair

Lorna – Louise, what—How are you out from the pit?!

Louise – You haven’t heard, then? I thought that Imane would have told you.

Lorna – No, I—

Lorna places the plate of salad on the worktable, looking down at Louise puzzled

Lorna – I haven’t seen Imane since yesterday morning! What would she have told me?

Louise looks up at Lorna nervously, gasping for breath

In the Dirty Duck Pub with Court stood behind the bar, Karen’s stood nearby her. Lauren enters, walking out from the staircase; standing behind the bar

Lauren – Court, what are you doing awake this early?

Court turns to Lauren, staring at her puzzled

Court – What are you talking about?

Lauren – It’s just, last night; you—

Karen – You went to bed late, especially after getting hammered like you were last night! 

Court – Well, you know me; I’m the “party-animal” of this Pub!

Chloe enters, walking out from the staircase

Chloe – I think that title goes to my sister.  

Karen – Court, why don’t you go down to the barrel stall; refill the barrels? It could save us a job.

Karen smiles at Court as Court nods, walking into the staircase

Court – Sure.

Court exits, walking through the barrel stall door

Lauren – Hold on—Last night she was traumatised after she saw—

Karen – I told her that she was heavily drunk last night.

Chloe – Well, that’s one way to put it; she saw a man who was believed to be dead, for god’s sake! 

Karen – I did it because she’s spiralling out of control, and I don’t want her to go any deeper than what she already is!
Emma enters, walking out from the staircase

Emma – Mum, I thought you said you’d help me with this homework?

Karen – Yeah, I—I’m on my way upstairs, Emma!

Emma walks into the staircase, followed by Karen; exiting. Chloe sits down at the bar opposite Lauren

Lauren – I’m going to ban him from this Pub, and if he doesn’t listen then I’ll—

Chloe – Hold on, Lauren; who’s names above the door? It’s mine, isn’t it?

Lauren – Yeah, I know; but I—

Chloe – I do the banning in this Pub, Lauren; if Alex walks back in and causes trouble, then he’s banned. But right now, he’s done nothing to hurt anybody, has he?

Chloe stands, walking over to the staircase door

Chloe – You’re all just overreacting; he might have changed.

Chloe walks into the staircase, exiting as Lauren leans on the bar, sighing sadly

In the Garage with Lorna stood up, looking down at Louise in shock

Lorna – But he—

Louise – He’s “dead,” I know; that’s what everybody thought but me, because I KNEW that he was alive.

Lorna – What—What do you mean by that? How did you know he was—That he was alive? I don’t understand.

Louise – That doesn’t matter right now. 

Lorna – Right—What does matter is getting you fed, kept healthy!

Louise – No, that doesn’t matter, Lorna. That’s not what I met!

Lorna – You haven’t eaten in weeks, Louise; look at you! 

Louise – I know. I know I haven’t, Lorna; and quite frankly I don’t care either. 

Lorna picks up the plate of salad from the worktable, placing it in Louise’s hands

Lorna – Please, just—Eat. 

Lorna smiles at Louise sadly before walking out from the Garage, exiting; closing the door behind her as Louise places the plate of salad back on the worktable, sighing sadly as she looks down at the floor

In Derek’s kitchen with Amanda stood at the kitchen counter chopping up vegetables on a chopping board in front of her. Diane enters, standing by the door
Diane – I heard you and Derek last night.

Amanda puts the knife down, turning to Diane nervously

Diane – So, when were you going to tell me and the others IF you were going to?

Amanda – Tonight. 

Diane – Of course you were(!) Look, I don’t mind you lying—

Amanda – It’s true! I was going to; I was going to tell you all tonight.

Diane – And Jasmine? How are you going to tell her when the skank’s in prison, eh?

Amanda – I’ll visit her—Sometime next week, I guess.

Diane – Oh, and won’t that put a big smile on her face?(!) 

Amanda – I—Do you know what? You’re not the one with cancer, Mum; I’m doing my BEST to keep the family together; keep it secure! And what are you doing? Throwing your sarcasm around every corner, and—

Diane – I told him last night. I told Kieran at the Pub LAST NIGHT, Amanda; I told him not to pressure you. 

Diane walks out to the corridor, exiting as Derek enters

Derek – Don’t let her put you down, alright?
Amanda – I—She’s right though, isn’t she Derek?

Derek – She has no right to say what’s right or what’s wrong, Amanda; just—Go with your Heart.

Amanda – What do I do tell them, Derek? What do I tell Becky and Kelsey? 

Derek – Just tell them what you told me! Just—Just stop worrying, OK?

Kelsey enters, standing by the door

Kelsey – Tell me and Becky what?

Derek turns to Kelsey, sighing nervously as Amanda puts her hand on her chest, taking a deep breath as she sighs

In a corridor full of flats Luke enters, walking past a group of thugs; they walk past him, staring at him. Luke stops at a flat door, knocking on it

Sam – *From inside the flat* Come in!

Luke opens the front door, walking into the corridor; closing the front door behind him – the wallpaper is ripped, he walks into the living room where Sam is, sat down on the sofa watching TV

Sam – There he is!

Sam stands, walking over to Luke; staring at him

Sam – My big brother.

Luke – Look, I’m not here for a family reunion, alright?

Sam – Then what are you here for? To enjoy the scenery? 

Luke – No. I’m here to tell you to keep your distance from the Hotel; that goes for your old man aswell.

Sam scoffs at Luke, shaking his head at him

Sam – He’s your “old man” aswell though, isn’t he?

Luke – He’s a stranger to me.

Sam – But he’s still your old man! And do you REALLY think I’d listen to you, do you?

Luke – You don’t know what I’m capable of; people who haven’t listened to me in the past see my true colours.

Sam – Want a coffee? You look like you need calming down a bit.

Sam smirks slightly before walking out to the corridor, exiting as Luke looks up, sighing madly

In Kieran’s kitchen with Sophs sat down at the table, she has her head in her hands. Kieran enters, closing the door behind him

Kieran – Your Mum is going on and on and on; how long does it take you to make a cup of—

Kieran looks down at Sophs, walking over to her; sighing sadly

Kieran – Is this about the baby?

Sophs – What baby, Kieran?

Sophs takes her hands away from her face, looking at Kieran madly as she stands

Sophs – There is NO baby! And now she—Now we have to tell her, Kieran; we have to tell my Mum EVERYTHING!

Donna enters, standing by the door

Donna – What’s all this about, then? “No baby”? 

Kieran – Look, Donna—

Sophs – I had a miscarriage, Mum; that’s what this is about.

Donna – Since when?

Sophs – It’s—It happened last month, but this has NOTHING to do with Kieran, alright?

Donna – Well—Is there anything else I should know about; what you’ve been keeping from me, is there?

Sophs – I—I almost destroyed mine and Kieran’s relationship, because I—I—

Donna – You had an affair, didn’t you?

Sophs – Yeah. Yeah, I did, and I—

Donna – And he just let you come walking back into his flat; into his life again?

Sophs – No—No, Mum; it wasn’t like that! 

Kieran – Leave it, Sophs—

Donna – You know what you are? A doormat; letting scrubbers like my daughter here crawl her way back into your life! You’re both as bad as each other.

Donna stares at them both madly before walking out to the corridor, exiting; there’s a door slam shortly after she walks out and Sophs turns to Kieran, hugging him as Kieran hugs her back; looking into the corridor where Donna walked out to, madly

In the Dirty Duck Pub with Jay stood behind the bar, he pours a pint of beer. Lauren enters, walking out from the staircase; standing behind the bar

Lauren – Has he walked in yet?

Jay – No—Why?

Lauren – It’s just—Karen’s gone and told Court a lie; she told her that she got drunk last night, and that Alex walking in was just some nightmare.

Jay – Well, Sasha’s behaviour won’t cover up that lie for too long; she’s locked herself away in her room.
Lauren – She’s going through enough as it is already, and I—Look, Jay; can I—Can I ask you to do me a favour?

Lauren looks at Jay nervously as Jay sips the pint of beer before placing it on the bar; turning to Lauren

In Derek’s kitchen with Amanda and Derek stood up looking at Kelsey; Kelsey’s staring at Amanda madly

Kelsey – This—What you’re doing, Grandma; it’s SUICIDE!

Derek – Kelsey, I reacted EXACTLY the same way as you’re doing now, but—

Kelsey – There’s no “but” in this; she’s wasting her life away!

Amanda – The drugs have already done that to me.

Kelsey – Those drugs are keeping you ALIVE, that’s what they’re doing! Cancelling your treatment; your medication will only shorten your life even more!

Amanda – If that means that I can ENJOY my final days; feel—Feel HUMAN again; by myself AGAIN, then what does that matter?! Would you rather have me drugged up on my deathbed or dying as MYSELF on my deathbed?! GO ON, KELSEY; TELL ME WHAT YOU WANT! GO ON!

Derek – Amanda, calm down; please just—

Kelsey – Well, you know? It’s funny. It’s funny how when you’re dying; when you’re ill everybody jumps into your arms; they support you. But what about me, eh? What about me and my problem; my illness? 

Amanda – We’ve supported you for YEARS, Kelsey; what are you—

Kelsey – I’m Anorexic, and yet it takes taking laxatives for me to get noticed by this family; for somebody to—For somebody to CARE about me and my condition! 

Derek – So what are you asking for, Kelsey? 

Kelsey – I’m asking to be LOVED!

Kelsey wipes a tear as it rolls down her cheek before walking out to the corridor, exiting; slamming the door behind her as Amanda and Derek look at each other, sighing sadly

In the Dirty Duck Pub kitchen with Chloe sat down at the table signing paperwork. Jay enters, looking down at her
Chloe – I’m just paying for the repairs for this place—Do you want anything?

Chloe stands, smiling at Jay

Jay – I—It’s not what I want, Chloe; well—It is what I want.

Chloe – Alright, I’m listening.

Jay – Lauren; she—

Chloe – She wants this Pub back?

Jay – Well—No, she just wants to be able to run it how she wants to; she’s a natural, Chloe; she could get this Pub back on track again! 

Chloe – I’m sorry, Jay; but—It was Kyle who put my name down on the Licence Agreement to Rach; I was completely against it myself, but—This place; it has a special place in my Heart now, alright?

Jay – And Adam? 

Chloe – I don’t want to talk about him, Jay; I just—

Jay – Why don’t you EVER want to talk about him, Chloe? What did—Why are you so wary of him? 

Chloe – BECAUSE OF WHAT HE DID TO ME!

Chloe stares at Jay madly with tears in her eyes as Jay stares at her puzzled

In Sam’s living room with Luke sat down on the sofa, he’s looking at a photograph of Alexander and Louise sat down next to each other; Louise is holding Sam as a new-born baby in her arms. Sam enters, looking down at him

Luke – She never took any photographs of me when I was a baby.

Sam – Maybe that’s because Dad wasn’t around at the time?

Luke – Where is he now, then?

Sam – He’s gone to the Hospital; get his head checked out. He has to go every—Six months I think? He has some blood clots here and there, so—You can’t be too careful, can you?

Luke stands, looking at Sam madly

Luke – When he comes back—Tell him to pay a visit at the Hotel some time; at Imane’s flat.

Sam – Why’s that?

Luke – I just—I want to speak to him in person, alright?

Sam – Sure thing.

Sam smiles at Luke before Luke walks out to the corridor, exiting; there’s a door slam shortly after he walks out and Sam takes his mobile phone out from his pocket, dialling a number before putting it to his ear

Sam – Dad? We have them around our little finger.

Sam looks up with a smirk on his face

In the Dirty Duck Pub kitchen with Jay and Chloe sat down opposite each other at the table

Chloe – Me, you and Adam; we—We decided to play a game of Hide-And-Seek; you know how big our house was, remember?

Jay – Yeah, I remember. 

Chloe – He—I hid in the airing cupboard; Mum’s great big airing cupboard in her and Dad’s bedroom, and I—I was there for quite some time; pitch black in there it was. I couldn’t see anything! And then—Finally I heard some footsteps from behind the door, and the door swung open and Adam climbed inside; he touched my leg, and he rubbed it—I didn’t know what was happening, so I asked him, “What are you doing, Adam?” and he said, “I’m going to show you a new game, Chloe; one which I saw Mum and Dad play last night!” and then he—And then he took off his clothes, and then he tore my dress; and then he—He—

Chloe breaksdown in tears, crying loudly as she puts her hands over her face; Jay grabs hold of one of her hands, looking at her sadly

Jay – It’s okay, Chloe; it—

Chloe – NO! 
Chloe takes her hand away from her face, looking at Jay madly with tears in her eyes

Chloe – NO, IT’S NOT OKAY! Because I’m scared, Jay; I’m—I’m TERRIFIED of what he could do to Chelsea, I’m terrified that if she—

Jay – It’s okay. You don’t have to talk about it anymore, alright?

Chloe – What about you, Jay? What—Do you have any secrets?

Jay – I have many, but—One in particular, one which Lauren knows, I—

Chloe – What is it?

Jay – HIV. 

Chloe stares at Jay puzzled

Jay – I’m HIV positive.

Chloe takes her hand away from Jay’s, staring at him in shock

In the Garage with Louise sat down on the chair; looking up at the light which is flickering on-and-off. Lorna enters, slamming the door behind her

Louise – Thanks for prepping up that Salad for me earlier, Lorna; it was lovely—

Lorna – What should I do, Louise?

Louise stares at Lorna puzzled

Louise – What are you—?

Lorna grabs hold of Louise’s hands as she falls to her knees, looking up at her nervously with tears in her eyes

Lorna – Time is running out, Louise; I just—What do YOU want?

Louise – Lorna, what are you talking about?

Lorna – You. Louise, I’m talking about YOU! Do you—Do you want me to go ahead with Luke’s murder plan on you? Do you—Do you want me to kill you?

Lorna looks up at Louise nervously as a tear rolls down her cheek as Louise takes a deep breath, looking down at Lorna sadly 
VOTE ON THE PAGE ON THE WEBSITE – WHO DUNNIT? “WHO RAN OVER AMY?” WHERE YOU VOTE WHO YOU THINK COMMITTED THE DEED! VOTING IS OPEN DAILY!

TO BE CONTINUED 
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