Episode 496
In Kanvar’s living room with Naveen sat down on the sofa, a glass of whisky is on the table in front of him. Kanvar enters, looking down at him; noticing the glass of whisky on the table before looking at Naveen puzzled in shock

In the Reception Meg enters, pushing Lucy in her pram in front of her; there’s a carrier bag in the small carrier underneath the pram. Sam enters, walking down the stairs
Sam – There’s a face I haven’t seen in a while.

Meg – Look, Sam; I’ll catch up with you—

Sam – Do you mind if we just have a chat in the Pub? I won’t keep you for long as I see you have your own little lodger.

Meg – Yeah, it—It is stressful!

Sam – What’s her name, then?

Meg – Lucy. Her name—Her name is Lucy.

Sam – The same name as my half-sister.

Meg stares at Sam puzzled

Meg – You have a half-sister? Wait—Do you mean “foster sister”?

Sam – I think that’s exactly what we need to chat about.

Sam looks at Meg, smiling slightly as Meg stares at him, shaking her head puzzled

In Kanvar’s living room with Kanvar stood up, looking down at Naveen sat down on the sofa madly

Naveen – I wasn’t going to drink it, Kanvar.

Kanvar – NO, BUT YOU’VE SMUGGLED ALCOHOLIC SUBSTANCES INTO MY FLAT!

Naveen – I WASN’T going to even sip it, alright?!

Kanvar – SO WHAT WERE YOU GOING TO DO WITH IT; SPIKE SOMEBODIES DRINK WITH IT?!

Naveen – I’d do no such thing to my family.

Nina enters, standing by the door

Nina – I’m going to go and see the Twins; find out what their names ar—

Kanvar – THEN WHY HAVE YOU GOT A GLASS OF WHISKY ON THE TABLE IN FRONT OF YOU?!

Naveen – I just wanted to ADMIRE it; see why the English love it so much, and—

Kanvar – WELL WE’RE SIKH, GURU; WE’RE NOT ENGLISH-MEN, ARE WE?!
Nina – I might aswell speak to a BRICK WALL!

Nina stares at Kanvar madly before walking out to the corridor, exiting; there’s a door slam shortly after she walks out as Naveen looks up at Kanvar, sighing madly
In Daniel’s living room with Daniel sat down on the sofa holding a glass of Red Wine. Tara enters, looking down at him

Tara – Do Jay and Lauren know yet?

Daniel – Do Jay and Lauren know about what?

Daniel sips his drink and Tara sits down next to him on the sofa

Tara – About you—About you having the same as me.

Daniel – The Hotel Owner; HIV positive?

Daniel drinks his drink, finishing it before placing the empty glass on the table in front of him

Daniel – Don’t come up with solutions to embarrass me, Tara.

Tara – Well, you’re going to have to tell them sooner or later; Lauren hasn’t got HIV.

Daniel – No, but her husband does, doesn’t he? 

Tara – Why are you being like this with me? The other week you seemed to be alright with me, so what’s changed?

Daniel – “What’s changed?”  I’ll tell you what’s changed, Tara; everything—

Daniel stands, looking down at Tara madly

Daniel – EVERYTHING has changed!

Rhys enters, standing by the door

Rhys – Lexi’s not in the flat; just thought I’d let you know.

Rhys walks out to the corridor, exiting and Tara puts her head in her hands, sighing sadly

In the Dirty Duck Pub crowded with people, Meg and Sam are sat down nearby each other at a table; Meg is keeping Lucy in her pram close to her 

Sam – I’m his Son, Meg; I’m Alex’s Son.

Meg – What—What are you trying to say; that you lied?

Sam – That’s exactly what I’m telling you. 

Meg – Why would you lie about being Lucy’s foster-brother when he—When Peter told me that he DIED; WHEN HE TOLD ME THAT HE WAS DEAD?!
Meg stares at Sam madly

Sam – Because I’m Alex’s Son, aren’t I? Manipulating is what I do.

Meg – I don’t—Look, Elliot was suspicious of you and he made it known to you that he was, but I—I was suspicious too, but yet I gave you my FRIENDSHIP! 

Sam – I wasn’t lying FULLY though, was I?! I mean, I AM Lucy’s half-brother, I’m her BLOOD!

Meg stands, looking down at Sam madly as Elliot enters, walking over to them

Meg – No—NO, LUCY; SHE WAS WARM-HEARTED, NOT LIKE—NOT LIKE YOU! 

Elliot – Has something happened?

Meg – You were right about him, Elliot; this—This SCUM! He’s nothing but a fake; a LIAR!

Elliot – I didn’t call him a “liar,” Meg; I was just wary of him.

Meg – He’s—

Alexander enters, looking over at Meg; who’s staring at him madly

Meg – He’s his Son, Elliot. HE’S HIS SON!

Meg points at Alexander madly and Elliot turns to him puzzled

Alexander – You may want a sit down, Meg; I asked Sam to come to this Hotel to see how my Ex-Wife and Son were doing; not some psychotic disfigured cow like you.

Meg – I—

Elliot – MEG, JUST SHUT UP AND GET BACK TO THE FLAT!

Meg grabs hold of Lucy’s pram, shoving past Alexander out to the Reception, exiting as Elliot walks over to the door; Alexander blocks his path

Elliot – Can you get out of my way? 

Alexander – I just wanted to say—She’s a very, VERY angry woman, isn’t she; Meg?

Elliot – What’s it got to do with you? She’s tired and she’s stressed.

Alexander – Just—Be careful of her. Be careful of her anger too.

Alexander walks over to the bar, standing opposite Caroline as Elliot walks out to the Reception, exiting; slamming the door behind him

In Daniel’s living room with Daniel stood up, looking down at Tara sat down on the sofa

Tara – We’re arguing about ourselves more than caring for our own children.

Daniel – I—I suppose you’re right.

Tara – No, Daniel; I AM right.

Tara looks up at Daniel madly

Tara – Lexi; she—She’s stable, but Rhys; he—He hates himself.

Daniel – After what his own Mother has said about him; can you really blame him?

Tara – I didn’t mean it, Daniel; it was in the heat of the moment, I was just—I was just ANGRY! I was angry with you more than others.

Daniel – Why don’t you go and apologise to him then; make him KNOW that you’re “sorry”?

Tara – I’ve already tried, Daniel; but he—

Daniel – Then try harder. I’ll go and find Lexi; show her that we DO care about her.

Daniel walks out to the corridor, exiting as Tara closes her eyes, sighing sadly

In Lorna’s kitchen with Lorna sat down at the table. Luke enters, looking down at her

Luke – What do you want for dinner, Lorna?

Lorna – I don’t know, just—How about a Vegetable Curry, or—?

Luke – What are you; a vegetarian? 

Lorna – Yes, actually; I—

Luke – No you’re not.

Luke takes a Chicken Breast out from the freezer; placing it on the kitchen counter in front of him; slamming the fridge door

Luke – How about a Chicken Curry?

Lorna – No, Luke; I—I’m a vegetarian.

Luke – No you’re not.

Lorna – Yes—Yes, I—

Luke kneels down by Lorna; putting his hands on her face madly

Luke – We are going to have a MEAT dinner today, alright? A CHICKEN CURRY; THAT’S WHAT WE’RE GOING TO HAVE!
Lorna – Luke, you’re—Luke, you’re hurting—

There’s knocking at the front door coming from the corridor

Luke – What are we going to have for dinner, Lorna?

There’s another knock at the front door and Lorna stares at Luke in horror as a tear rolls down her cheek

Lorna – Ch—Chicken Curry.

Luke lets go of Lorna, walking out to the corridor; slamming the kitchen door behind him before walking over to the front door, swinging it open; Imane is stood in front of him

Imane – Can you get Lorna for me? 

Luke – No, I can’t. Why?

Imane – Well—Why not? I want to speak to her.

Luke – Well, you’re going to have to save a conversation with her until tomorrow at least; she’s out shopping, not in this area obviously.

Imane – Have you hurt her again, Luke?

Luke – It’s not right to make assumptions about somebody, Imane; you of all people should know that.

Luke closes the front door, locking it before walking into the kitchen; looking down at Lorna sat down at the table madly

In the Town with Lexi stood outside the Laundrette with her hoody on; her hoods up and she’s looking through the Laundrette window at Audrey stood behind the till. Daniel enters, walking over to her

Daniel – Running off to seek words for the elderly now, are you?

Lexi – No, I just—She’s the only one who understands me, Dad; that’s all.

Daniel – I try to understand you, Lexi; so does your Mum. You know that, don’t you?

Lexi – Of course I do, it’s just—I shot her husband, Dad; I—I KILLED her husband and she forgives me for it; how—How could you forgive the murderer of your one-true-love?

Daniel – Love; it—Sometimes it makes you forgiving, and sometimes—Sometimes it makes you—

Lexi – Bitter?

Daniel – How did you know what I was going to say?

Lexi – Because I’ve seen you and Mum.

Lexi walks into the Laundrette, putting her hood down, exiting as Daniel watches her walk inside, sighing sadly

In Elliot’s living room with Meg sat down on the sofa looking down at Lucy in her arms; Lucy is crying loudly. Elliot enters, looking down at her

Elliot – She’s been crying for a good five minutes now, Meg.

Meg – I KNOW! I know, Elliot; but it—It’s difficult, alright? I’ve never cared for a baby before!

Elliot sighs sadly, sitting down next to her on the sofa

Elliot – Why don’t you let me have a try?

Meg – What do you know about babies?!

Elliot – Well, when Sarah was pregnant; I was going to be the baby’s godfather, and we—We went to the Community Centre; taught how to care for babies and that; how to hold them and care for them.

Meg – I just—I know what I’m doing, Elliot; what’s so hard about caring for a baby?!

Elliot – Practice makes perfect, and to practice—

Elliot takes Lucy from Meg, holding her in his arms; cradling her gently

Elliot – You have to be taught. Do you know what she needs, Meg? 

Meg – No, I—She just won’t stop; she won’t stop CRYING!

Elliot laughs slightly, smiling at Meg as Meg looks at him puzzled

In Kanvar’s living room with Kanvar stood up, looking down at Naveen sat down on the sofa

Naveen – Do you hate it, Kanvar; the Father of your grandchildren being a Baines?

Kanvar – It bothered me at first, but—Ranveer; he’s no Seva, is he? He’s no Tirath.

Naveen – Is that so? Then how come Jessa told me once that Ranveer had raped her?

Kanvar – People move on, Guru; it’s normal. 

Naveen – Do you hate them; the Baines? Do you hate them for what they did to us; for killing Rani?

Kanvar – Of course I hate them for that, I—Rani was my sister.

Naveen – The Girl; Aasha, do you hate her?

Kanvar – She’s my daughter-in-law, Guru; she—

Naveen – She WAS your daughter-in-law; until Daner pulled the trigger to his head.

Kanvar – What is your problem? Why are—Why are you SO bitter?!

Kanvar looks down at Naveen madly as Naveen looks up at them

Naveen – I want her dead for what she’s done to this family; Aasha Baines. She did it, Kanvar; she killed Daner.

Kanvar freezes, looking down at Naveen madly in shock

In Elliot’s kitchen with Meg and Elliot sat down nearby each other at the table; Elliot is feeding Lucy some baby food; she’s sat down on a high-chair nearby him

Meg – So, all she wanted was to be fed?

Elliot – That’s right, Meg! If she cries for no reason, she’s either tired or hungry, and if there’s a smell; well—I think that you know the answer.

Meg – No wonder why those social workers don’t want me adopting a child, I—

Elliot – Children are easier to deal with than babies like Lucy here, you know? Besides—You don’t HAVE to adopt a baby, you know? 

Meg – Thank you.

Elliot – What are you thanking me for?

Meg – Just—You helping me with her, I—I’m just grateful, that’s all.

Elliot – You helped me when I was grieving, Meg; and—Although this little girl here needs to get back to her parents, I—Who knows? Maybe it can help me move on; take my mind off Sarah?

Elliot smiles at Meg and Meg smiles back as he continues to feed Lucy the baby food; Meg sighs sadly, watching Elliot feeding her

In Daniel’s flat – Rhys’ bedroom with Rhys sat down on the bed. Tara enters, looking down at him

Tara – Do you mind if we have a chat?

Tara looks down at him nervously as Rhys looks back at her, sighing sadly

In Lorna’s living room with Lorna sat down at the table; Luke places a plate of Chicken Curry and Naan bread on the table in front of her before placing another on the opposite side of the table; sitting down opposite Lorna

Luke – Tuck in then; it won’t bite! 

ead down on the table into the plate of food; holding her head down 
Luke smiles at Lorna and Lorna shakes her head at him; putting her hands on her belly

Lorna – I—Do you know what, Luke? I’m not hungry, I’d just rather have a sandwich, or—

Luke – So you ARE hungry?

Lorna – No, I just—I don’t know, why don’t you save this dish for somebody who actually wants it; or just—

Luke – We’ve moved back into this flat just recently, Lorna; and we WILL eat this dinner as a couple TOGETHER.

Luke stares at Lorna madly and Lorna shakes her head at him

Lorna – I’m just—Luke, I’m not hungry.

Luke – Alright. Alright, fine; I’ll go to the shop and get a sandwich then, shall I? 

Lorna – Luke, I—

Luke – Just for you.

Luke smiles at Lorna and Lorna smiles back at him nervously. Luke stands up, walking over to the door; standing behind the Lorna, slowly opening it before slamming Lorna h

Luke – How does that taste, Lorna? HOW DOES THAT TASTE?!

Lorna – Luke, I—LUKE PLEASE JUST—

Luke – TELL ME HOW MY FOOD TASTES! TELL ME! 

Luke stares at Lorna madly as Lorna struggles to get out of Luke’s grip

Lorna – LUKE, PLEASE—

Luke – YOU HAVEN’T TRIED IT?!

Luke forces Lorna’s head up, still holding the back of her head

Lorna – No, I—I’m not—

Luke – Then try it.

Luke takes some of the chicken from Lorna’s plate with a fork; shoving it into Lorna’s mouth, Lorna eats it as a tear rolls down her cheek

Luke – Get your face washed before I get home, will you? You look a mess.

Luke walks out to the corridor, exiting; slamming the door behind him as Lorna closes her eyes, breaking down in tears; beginning to cry loudly 

In Daniel’s flat – Rhys’ bedroom with Tara and Rhys sat down next to each other on the bed

Rhys – What you said; did you mean it?

Tara – Of course I didn’t mean it, Rhys; I just—

Tara sighs sadly, looking at him

Tara – My head was all over the place at the time, I didn’t know what I was saying; what I was doing.

Rhys – I’m like that recently; I’ve been like that for the past—I don’t even know how long.

Tara – Rhys—

Tara grabs hold of Rhys’ hand, looking at him with tears in her eyes

Tara – What I said; it—It’s unforgiveable. 

Rhys – I—Mum, I understand. I understand the state you were in at the time; I mean—Finding out that you’re HIV positive and then your Son just coming out with “I’m gay,” it—It must have messed your head up.

Tara – But Rhys, I don’t have a problem with your sexuality; whether you’re straight, bisexual, gay, it—You’re still my Son, and it’s not for ME to interfere now, is it?

Rhys – We can move on from this; we WILL move on from this, and—Do you know what? I’ve already moved on from it.

Rhys smiles at Tara and Tara smiles back, hugging each other; Tara stands as they stop hugging

Tara – I’d better put some dinner on; your Dad and Lexi will be starving by the time they get back!

Rhys – Alright, I’ll come through and help you in a minute, I just need to do something.

Tara smiles at Rhys before walking out to the corridor, exiting. Rhys stands, walking over to his video game shelf; taking a small blade from in-between two game cases, looking down at it; placing it on his bed beside him as he sits down on the bed; rolling up his left sleeve, revealing several cuts going down his arm before rolling up his other sleeve; revealing a couple of deeper-cuts before looking up, taking a deep breath as a tear rolls down his cheek 
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Rhys – Daniel’s Son

Tara – Daniel’s Wife

Lorna – tootielootie 
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Sam – Alexander’s Son

Alexander “Alex”

Nina Kapoor – Daner’s Mum 

Audrey – Bronwyn’s Grandma
