Episode 522
In Elliot’s bathroom with Meg stood up by the sink, looking at herself in the cabinet mirror; Lucy’s cries are heard coming from the corridor. Meg’s face is pale as she continues to stare at herself in the mirror

Luna – *From behind the door* Meg? MEG, ARE YOU STILL IN THERE?!

Meg – YEAH, I—Yeah, I won’t be a minute!

Meg takes a packet of painkillers out from the cabinet, pouring herself a glass of water; she puts a painkiller in her mouth, sipping the glass of water; swallowing the painkiller, she swings the door open, seeing Luna stood in front of her

Meg – I’m sorry I took so long, I was just—

Meg sighs sadly, shoving past Luna out to the corridor, exiting as Luna walks over to the sink, seeing a packet of painkillers in the basin; picking them up, looking at them as she sighs sadly

In Kanvar’s living room with Kanvar stood up, looking at Tariq stood in front of him; Nina is sat down on the sofa

Nina – You and Rajni are spending a lot of time together, Tariq!

Tariq – Yeah, I know that it’s bad I’m getting to know my wife-to-be BEFORE the Wedding, but—I’m quite liking it; getting to know her.

Kanvar – Don’t worry, we’re not the Baines family, you know? Jessa knows Ranveer well before they’re getting married; they’ve even had Twins together!

Jessa enters, standing by the door

Jessa – I heard my name?

Nina – Oh, Jessa! How are Inder and Leela?

Jessa – Yeah, they’re fine; Ranveer’s taken them out for the day to London, so—I thought that I’d rest for the day. 

Kanvar – Me and your Mum were just saying; it’s not a problem that Tariq is getting to know Rajni, is it; before they get married?

Jessa – Well—It IS tradition, but—Me and Ranveer fell in love before our Wedding, and—

Nina – Which is NEXT WEEK!

Jessa – Yes, Mum; you don’t have to keep going on about it, you know?

Nina – I know that, it’s just—It’s exciting, isn’t it?!

Jessa – If only—If only Daner could be there; see me marry Ranveer, and then maybe—Maybe this could all just go away; this feud.

Kanvar – Trust me, Jessa; one day—The Baines and Kapoor feud WILL end.

Kanvar smiles at Jessa and Jessa smiles back, nodding at him as Tariq sighs, looking at them nervously

In Elliot’s kitchen with Elliot stood up making a cup of coffee. Luna enters, holding a packet of painkillers

Luna – Meg’s been taking these, ELLIOT.

Luna places the packet of painkillers on the kitchen counter nearby Elliot

Elliot – You mean painkillers? Yeah, she’s trying to relieve the pain of her muscular pains, that—That’s all.

Luna – Well, with this—Small blood clot STILL in my Brain; I get headaches and that, so—

Elliot – Don’t worry, it shouldn’t be too long before her muscular pains are gone; until the pain goes away.

Luna – I know, it’s just—I should care about her more than about myself; it’s just—

Meg enters, holding Lucy in her arms

Meg – No, don’t say that, Luna; otherwise you’ll end up like I have.

Meg smiles at Luna, sighing sadly as Luna looks sadly back at her

In the Dirty Duck Pub crowded with people, Chelsea is stood behind the bar opposite Jade; Jade has a glass of vodka on the bar in front of her and Lauren and Court are also stood behind the bar. Chloe enters, walking out from the staircase; standing behind the bar

Chloe – We’ve opened early?
Chelsea – No, I met Jade here at the Club last night; she’s a right laugh, Chloe!

Jade – So this is the infamous Chloe, is it? It’s great to meet you, Chloe!

Chloe – Yeah, you don’t have to say my name each time you speak to me, you know? I do know that you’re—

Lauren – Ignore them, Chloe; they’re trying to wind you up.

Court – At least you’re less angrier than what I am; if I were you, I’d have punched that walking STD as soon as she spoke to me.

Jade – Are you talking about ME?

Jade and Chelsea begin to laugh and Chloe rolls her eyes, walking into the staircase; exiting as Alexander enters, walking over to the bar; standing opposite Lauren

Alexander – If it isn’t Lauren; my favourite barmaid!

Lauren – I’m flattered(!) What can I get you, Alex?

Court – Don’t get him anything, Lauren; he’s banned from this Pub, remember?

Alexander – You think that Lauren could ever have me banned for more than a fortnight, Courtney? I don’t think so.

Court scoffs, walking along the bar as Lauren looks at Alexander; sighing sadly

In Jack and Rach’s corridor Jack swings the front door open; Tamara is stood in front of him, she shows him her ID card

Tamara – I’m Tamara; social services.

Jack – Well, I—What do you want? Why are you here exactly?

Tamara – Somebody has called in a complaint about you and your fiancée—Rachel?

Jack – Yes, that’s her name. What have they complained about?

Tamara – About you neglecting your daughter.

Jack freezes, staring at Tamara puzzled in shock

Outside the Hotel Tariq enters, walking out from the Hotel; followed by Jessa

Jessa – You do realise how guilty I feel, Tariq?!

Tariq – Just shut up and get your car ready, Jessa.

As they reach Jessa’s parked car in the Car Park; Jessa grabs hold of Tariq’s arm, turning him around to her

Jessa – I’m being serious, Tariq. When are Mum and Guru to see her again after all of these years; Rani, I mean?

Tariq – Next week at the Wedding, Jessa; I’ve already told you this.

Jessa – And how will they—How will Guru react if he finds out that we BOTH knew about this; that we’ve BOTH kept this a secret from him; hidden in the dark?

Tariq – I don’t know, Jessa; why don’t we find out at the Wedding?

Tariq snatches Jessa’s car keys from her; unlocking the car, throwing the key back over to Jessa before he climbs into the car; sitting down on the passenger’s seat, slamming the door behind him as Jessa puts her hand on her head, sighing sadly

In Jack and Rach’s living room with Jack and Rach sat down on a separate sofa to Tamara; Rach is holding (baby) Hannah in her arms

Rach – “Neglected;” Hannah?!

Jack – We haven’t ever neglected her; we love Hannah.

Tamara – It’s just—Your neighbour; they anonymously called us last night and they informed us about the neglection of your child.
Rach – Why would I—Why would I neglect her; WHY WOULD EITHER OF US NEGLECT HER?!

Tamara – I’m just telling you of what we’ve been informed, Rachel.
Rach – I thought that she was dead when she was born; when I was in Hospital, do you REALLY think I’d neglect her after what happened; after she was taken from me?!

Rach stares at Tamara madly

Rach – SHE ISN’T JUST MY DAUGHTER, ALRIGHT?! SHE—SHE IS MY LIFE; SHE’S MY WHOLE LIFE!

Jack – It’s okay, Rach; just—Just calm down. This isn’t helping anybody; especially not you—Or Hannah.

Rach – You’re right, I—I’m sorry. It’s just—I would never neglect her; I would NEVER neglect my daughter in a million years, and Jack; he—He would never neglect his sister, because Hannah; she—She’s Jack’s sister.

Tamara – Alright. I understand, but this doesn’t mean that I’ll stop the call about the neglection of Hannah; what you and Jack have been reported for.
Jack – We understand. Thank you for showing your concern, I—We’re sure that we’ll hear from you soon.

Tamara stands, looking down at them both

Tamara – We just want what’s best for Hannah.

Tamara walks out to the corridor, exiting as Rach looks down at Hannah in her arms, taking a deep breath as she sighs sadly

In the Dirty Duck Pub crowded with people; Lauren is stood behind the bar nearby Chelsea, who’s sat down opposite Jade. Sasha is stood behind the bar looking over at Alexander and Laura sat down opposite each other at a table

Laura – Well then, Alex; spill the goss, will you?

Alexander – I’m sorry, but I don’t understand.

Laura – What time are you living in, Alex; the eleventh century?

Alexander – Very funny(!) 

Laura – Come on then; spill the beans then, how did you survive that gunshot; the trigger which Kieran pulled?

Laura leans on the table, looking at Alexander; smirking slightly 

Sasha – Do you know what they’re talking about?

Lauren – What do you think they’re talking about?
Sasha – I—I don’t know.

Lauren sighs, looking at Sasha sadly. Chelsea laughs loudly as she and Jade sip their drinks, Sophs enters; walking over to the bar, looking at Jade madly

Sophs – What do you think you’re doing?

Jade – What does it look like I’m doing? I’m having a laugh; spending some time with my new mate!
Sophs grabs hold of Jade’s arm, pulling her to her feet madly

Sophs – YOU’RE HAMMERED. LOOK AT YOU; YOU CAN BARELY STAND!

Sophs rolls her eyes, pulling Jade out to the Reception, exiting 

Laura – That’s really interesting, you know Alex?

Alexander – There’s more to it, but—You know? We’d have to be speaking in private.

Laura – Don’t worry, I’m intrigued as it is.

Laura smiles at Alexander before she stands, walking over to the bar; standing opposite Lauren and Sasha

Lauren – Laura, what can I—?

Sasha – What have you and him been talking about; you and Alex?

Laura – It’s private, Sasha! Have you been listening in, or—?

Sasha – No, Laura; I haven’t, that’s why I’m asking what the conversation was about.

Laura – You two; you’re completely in the dark on how he’s here, aren’t you; on how he “came back from the dead”?

Lauren – Yeah, we all are, Laura.

Laura – I’m not. Because Alex told me everything.

Laura smirks at them, walking out to the Reception; exiting as Alexander looks at Sasha and Lauren, smirking slightly before he sips his pint of beer

In Elliot’s living room with Meg sat down on the sofa; she has her eyes closed. Erin enters, looking down at Meg

Erin – I put Lucy to bed; she somehow calms down when I put her to bed.

Meg – Is that so?

Meg opens her eyes, looking up at Erin

Meg – What do you want, Erin; a medal for “Mother of the Year”?

Erin – No, because unlike you I’m not desperate to have a baby; oh, but—You can’t have a child, can you Meg?

Elliot enters, looking at Erin

Elliot – Erin, do you mind making up the formula milk for Lucy? I think she’s thirsty.

Erin – Fine. I’d much rather be with Lucy than Meg.

Erin walks out to the corridor, exiting

Elliot – We have to find her parents, Meg; even you know that now.

Elliot sits down on a separate sofa to Meg, looking at her sadly

Elliot – She’s grown on me recently, you know? But I—She isn’t mine, Meg. She isn’t yours either; she—She needs her parents; her BIOLOGICAL parents.

Meg – I know, it’s just—Her being here; it’s comforting for me, Elliot, and I just—I want to adopt a child, I really do; you know that.

Elliot – Yeah, you’ve been going on about it for the past—What? Two years; ever since you were shot by Oliver.

Meg – What’s the point in adopting if I’m going to die soon?

Elliot – Meg, you’re NOT going to die; don’t get that into your head!

Meg – The Doctor said—

Elliot – The Doctor said that if we treat this; get your life back on track, if you accept the professional support offered to you, then there’s a high chance that you won’t die, Meg; you just—

Meg – My body’s on shut-down, Elliot; I’m like—I’m like a robot. I’m going to die, Elliot; I—

Elliot looks at Meg, shaking his head at her

Elliot – Why don’t we go down to the Pub; have a few drinks? Just me, you and Luna?

Erin – *From the corridor* THANKS, ELLIOT(!)

Elliot – Well—What do you say?

Meg looks at Elliot, smiling as she sighs sadly

In Rani’s house – living room Rani enters, followed by Tariq and Jessa

Jessa – This is too much of a risk; Ranveer will be back at the Hotel soon, and I—

Rani – Don’t worry, I don’t intend on keeping you here for long, Jessa; either of you.

Tariq – Then what are we doing here? Why did you invite us round?

Rani – That’s no way to speak to your Auntie, is it Tariq? 

Tariq – I’ll speak to my Auntie as I please.

Fareed enters, walking out from the dining room

Fareed – And what about your cousin?

Rani – This my Son, Fareed. He’s your Cousin; your blood.

Jessa walks up to Fareed and Fareed grabs hold of her hand; kissing it gently

Fareed – Who knew that my family could be of such beauty?

Jessa – Alright, no need to speak Shakespeare.

Fareed – It’s a thing I have with the ladies. And you must be Tariq; my eldest cousin?

Tariq – Second eldest. There’s another brother; one which is older than me.

Jessa – AND we had—We BOTH had a younger brother, but he—

Rani – We know what happened to Daner; don’t we, Fareed?

Fareed – Yes. Such tragedy. I wish that I could have met him, but unfortunately—I should stop talking about it.

Jessa – What is so important about this; meeting our Cousin, Auntie Rani?

Rani – Because I want you to realise that there’s more than just ME who you thought was dead; Fareed, you thought was dead and Aakar—

Jessa – I was completely in with you coming back from the grave, you know; seeing my Guru again? But—But this would only make things worse between our family AND the Baines, and—

Fareed – I AM a Baines. I am Fareed Baines, Jessa. I have BOTH Baines and Kapoor blood; I can bring the two families TOGETHER!

Jessa – You’re living in cuckoo land just as much as HER!

Jessa walks out to the corridor, exiting

Tariq – I—I’m sorry.

Tariq rushes out to the corridor, exiting; there’s a door slam shortly after he walks out and Rani sighs, turning to Fareed

Fareed – When are you going to them about—?
Rani – Don’t, Fareed; just—Just keep that mouth of yours SHUT, will you?

Rani walks into the dining area, exiting; closing the door behind her as Fareed rolls his eyes, sighing sadly

In the Dirty Duck Pub crowded with people – Sasha, Chelsea, Court, Lauren and Chloe are stood behind the bar; Alexander is stood at the bar opposite Sasha. Meg, Elliot and Luna enter; walking over to the bar

Luna – Get us five shots of vodka, will you Elliot?

Elliot – Five; all on your own?

Luna – Shots aren’t just for one person, you know?! By “five shots” I meant five each; for all of us.

Elliot – Meg, what do you say?

Meg – Go for it. Go for ten shots each if you want.

Luna – Now it’s time to get the party started!

Chelsea walks along the bar, standing opposite them 

Sasha – You told Laura.

Alexander – What are you talking about, Sasha?

Sasha – You told her; about how you survived, about what happened.

Alexander – She’s winding you up. You think I’d trust Laura enough to tell her the TRUTH?

Sasha – What—What do you mean?

Alexander – I’ll be waiting outside in the Car Park for ten minutes, if you don’t come by then—You’ve missed your chance to find out everything.

Alexander walks out to the Reception, exiting as Sasha looks at Lauren stood nearby her, sighing nervously

In Jack and Rach’s living room with Rach sat down on the sofa, looking down at Hannah in her arms. Jack enters, looking down at her

Jack – Why don’t you go to bed; give yourself some rest?

Rach – I—I don’t want to neglect her, Jack; I don’t want to neglect her ever again.

Jack – You haven’t been neglecting her.

Rach – Who called them, Jack? Who called the social services?
Jack – I don’t know, Rach; I—
Rach – Whoever did, and whoever wants Hannah taken away from me; when I find out who did it—They WILL pay.

Rach looks up at Jack madly as Jack sighs, looking down at Rach sadly

Outside the Hotel with Alexander stood by his car in the car park; Sasha enters, walking out from the Hotel

Sasha – I’m here, alright? I—I want to find out what’s going on; what happened.

Alexander swings the passenger seats door open, looking at Sasha

Alexander – Ladies first.

Sasha climbs into the car, sitting down on the passenger’s seat before Alexander slams the door shut, getting into the car; sitting down on the driver’s seat and closing the door behind him. As Alexander starts the engine of the car Sasha looks up at the Hotel and into the Reception, seeing the Dirty Duck Pub doors; taking a deep breath as she sighs sadly
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