Episode 635

In Elliot’s living room with Meg sat at the table, she’s holding a glass of vodka in her hand and she sips her drink as Erin enters, standing at the door

Meg – Where did he say he’s staying?

Erin – At Jamie’s old flat; the place where he used to have sex with Sophs.

Meg – OK, then.

Meg sips her drink, putting the empty glass down on the table in front of her. Erin stands in front of her; blocking her from walking out from the corridor

Meg – Erin, for gods—

Erin – You need to rest, Meg. You NEED to rest; you have Chronic Fatigue Syndrome, or is that at the back of your head at the minute?

Meg – I’ll worry about that when David isn’t at the front of my mind.

Meg walks out to the corridor, exiting; there’s a door slam shortly after she walks out as Erin takes a deep breath, sighing sadly

In Sean’s kitchen with Sean stood at the kitchen counter making a cup of tea. Liz enters, standing at the door

Liz – Liam still isn’t home.

Sean – Do you blame him? He’s just found out about his Mum scarring him for life; scarring his face for LIFE!

Liz – Do you think that I—Do you know what? I don’t even know what I was thinking MYSELF! I was just—I wasn’t thinking straight, I was just—

Sean – Yeah, you really weren’t thinking straight. You were doing what you’ve always done; not thought before taking action! This is just like before, isn’t it?

Liz – What do you mean?

Sean – Joseph; he’s not my Son, is he? I mean, he’s not my REAL Son; he’s Rick’s, for god’s sake! For somebody who claims to have “morals” you don’t have many at all, do you?

Liz – Where has all of this come from? You’ve known about that for almost two years now, Sean; I—

Sean – And then there’s Jordan; if it wasn’t for you, he would still be here.

Liz – NO! No, don’t you dare blame—

Sean – You pushed him out when he came out to us; you—

Liz punches Sean across his face madly

Liz – DON’T YOU DARE!
Sean punches Liz back in the face, staring at her madly

Sean – I’m going to find my Son.

Liz – No—NO, SEAN; YOU CAN’T! 
Sean shoves past Liz, walking out to the corridor, exiting; there’s a door slam shortly after he walks out and Liz sighs sadly, walking out to the corridor and into the bathroom. She looks at herself in the cabinet mirror, taking a deep breath sadly as she takes her hand away from a slight-bruise on her cheek with tears in her eyes

In Kanvar’s kitchen with Kanvar and Nina sat down opposite each other at the table

Nina – I got a text from Jessa last night; I forgot to tell you!

Kanvar – Oh, really? How is she?

Nina – She didn’t put much, just—Hold on—

Nina picks her mobile phone up from the table in front of her, she scrolls through it; tapping the screen as Tariq enters, standing at the door

Tariq – I’m going to go down to the Shop. Do either of you want anything?

Kanvar – No thanks, Tariq!

Tariq nods at Kanvar before he walks out to the corridor, exiting

Nina – OK, she said, “You were right.” 
Kanvar – Is that it?

Nina – That’s it. But at least she’s opened her eyes, right?

Nina stands, putting her headscarf on; wrapping it around her head

Nina – Now, don’t give me that look! I’m always right.

Nina smiles at Kanvar as Kanvar laughs slightly, shaking his head at her before Nina turns the kettle on; boiling the water inside of it

In Sean’s flat – Joseph’s bedroom with Joseph sat down on the bed, he’s playing a toy and Liz enters, closing the door behind her

Joseph – Mummy! Where Daddy?!

Liz – He’s out right now, Joseph!

Liz smiles at Joseph with tears in her eyes before she sits down on the end of the bed, smiling at him

Liz – Remind me again, Joseph; how old are you?!

Joseph – Three years old, silly Mummy!

Liz – Wow; you’re a big boy now, aren’t you?!

Joseph nods at Liz, smiling at him

Joseph – And someday I will be a hero like Daddy, Mummy! I protect you!

Liz – You’ve always protected me, sweetheart.

Liz looks down at the floor, sighing sadly

Joseph – Mummy?

Liz picks up a toy from the floor, turning to Joseph; passing it to him

Liz – I love you, Joseph. I—I really do love you.

Joseph smiles at Liz, beginning to play with the toy on the bed as Liz takes a deep breath, sighing sadly as a tear rolls down her cheek
In David’s living room with Meg sat down on the sofa. David enters, looking down at her

David – Meg, I—

Meg – I’ve worn the engagement ring every day since you walked out of my life, David.

Meg stands, showing David the engagement ring on her finger before looking at him madly

Meg – I even pushed Riley away for YOU, because I still hadn’t gotten over you; over your “death”. BUT THAT’S ALL BEEN ONE BIG LIE, HASN’T IT?!
Meg forces the ring off from her finger, throwing it across the room madly with tears in her eyes before staring at David again madly, breathing heavily as a tear rolls down her cheek

David – Look, I know that you want answers; Deborah and Izzy still want answers, but it—It’s complicated, alright?!

I would have given you the answers which I gave Izzy last night if you hadn’t had walked off the way you did when you saw me.

Meg – And what would you have done?

David – You’re asking impossible questions, Meg. You’re being UNFAIR!
Meg – No. No, I’ll tell you what’s unfair; what you’ve done to me, to your FAMILY! I’ve been ill for so long, and I’ve just started getting my life back on track. And then you walk back into my life. I loved you, David. I loved you so much; even after what you did with Luna. I LOVED you!

Meg turns around from David, looking down at the floor as David takes a deep breath, putting his hand on her shoulder, turning her around to him

David – Please, Meg; just give me ONE CHANCE to explain myself to you.

Meg – David, I—

David – PLEASE. And if you don’t like it, then I’ll be gone tomorrow; I’ll be out of your life for good.

David takes his hand off from Meg’s shoulder as Meg takes a deep breath, sighing sadly as she looks at him again 

In the Marketplace with Liam sat down on a table outside the café. Tariq enters, walking down the Marketplace; he sees Liam before sitting down at the table opposite him

Tariq – You alright?

Liam – No, I’m—I’m not alright. In fact, I’m not even ‘bad’ I’m—I feel betrayed, Tariq.

Tariq – What? Who by?

Liam – That doesn’t matter. Tariq, I—You believe in God, don’t you; just like my Mum and Dad?

Tariq – I guess I do. No, I do. Yeah, I do believe in him. Why are you asking?

Liam – I just—Have you ever done anything bad; something to hurt somebody? 

Tariq – I’ve not done something to that extent, no; but I—

Tariq takes a deep breath, looking at Liam; smiling at him slightly

Tariq – For the past year, I’ve really found myself. You know?

Liam – Yeah, I do. I just feel like—You’re the only friend I’ve got at this Hotel, Tariq; the only person who I can truly speak to; open up to.

Tariq – Is that so?

Liam – Yeah. And you, Tariq; you—You’re a good friend; you actually listen to me.
Tariq – Yeah, I do. I mean, what are friends for?

Tariq smiles at Liam before Liam stands, looking down at Tariq as he smiles

Liam – I’ll speak to you later, yeah?

Tariq – Yeah, sure. Just come to my flat when you want to speak, yeah?

Liam nods at Tariq before walking down the Marketplace towards the Hotel as Tariq takes a deep breath, sighing sadly

In Elliot’s living room with Erin sat down on the sofa looking down at her mobile phone which is on the table. Elliot enters, looking down at her

Elliot – Meg was in a rush to get out of here this morning, wasn’t she?

Erin – Yeah, whatever. Elliot, I—Can you tell me something?

Elliot – Sure. What is it?

Erin – David; Meg’s ex-fiancée, were—Were him and Luna close at all?

David – You could say that. I mean, they did have an affair; not sure what else they did together, though.

Erin – Right. OK.

Erin stands as Elliot looks at her puzzled

Elliot – Why are you speaking about David, exactly?

Erin – No reason. I think Meg; she’s gone to his grave today, that’s all.

Elliot – Oh, right. Well, I’ll see you later.

Elliot walks out to the corridor, exiting; there’s a door slam shortly after he walks out and Erin picks up her mobile phone, it is open on “LUNA” and she clicks “CALL” before putting her mobile phone to her ear, taking a deep breath as she sighs nervously

Outside the Hotel with Liam walking towards the front doors. Sean enters, rushing out from the Town over to him

Sean – LIAM! There you are!

Liam turns to Sean, sighing sadly

Liam – I’m leaving.

Sean – Wh—What? Why?

Liam – There’s nothing here for me, Dad; not anymore.

Sean – What about—?

Liam – DON’T try to stop me, alright? I’m packing my bags and I’m leaving, NO goodbyes from me to you OR to Mum!

Sean – That’s not fair, Liam.
Liam scoffs, shaking his head at Sean madly with tears in his eyes

Liam – “Not fair”? I’ll tell you what’s ‘not fair’, Dad; YOU and Mum going into rooms, whispering behind closed doors. I saw it, Dad; I—I never suspected a thing; nothing to this EXTREME!

Sean – You know what your Mum’s like, Liam; she wasn’t thinking straight at the time. She was STILL going through grief, through guilt over Jordan!

Liam – Why are you defending her?

Liam stares at Sean madly with tears in his eyes

Sean – Because she’s my wife, Liam. And maybe one day, you—You will do the same for your wife.

Liam shakes his head at Sean as a tear rolls down his cheek

Liam – I’m nothing like you, Dad. I don’t defend an arsonist.

Liam storms into the Hotel, exiting as Sean takes a deep breath, sighing sadly

In David’s living room with David and Meg sat down next to each other on the sofa
Meg – You—So you actually went to Afghanistan?

David – Yeah. Yeah, I did.

Meg – But—But you trained for months, I saw you; you—You went off to train every week, I—

David – I went to get money to go to Afghanistan, Meg.

Meg – So—But—I don’t understand.

David – I did enlist in the army, Meg; only I pretended to be somebody else. Somebody else trained for me; they gave the sergeants my address, my family name; everything about me.

Meg – So the day you left, you—What happened that day, David; that night?

Meg looks at David with tears in her eyes. David stays silent, looking at her with tears in her eyes

Meg – TELL ME!

David – I met up with all the soldiers; I went in the line full of them. I was wearing the uniform, all of the badges. They all saluted me, saw me as a hero. And then we all went off in the helicopter over to Afghanistan.

Meg – Did nobody question you?

David – Why would they? 

Meg – Because they didn’t KNOW you, David.

David – Soldiers from all over the country enlisted themselves into the army, Meg; out to Afghanistan. Only I didn’t enlist myself into the army, I—I enlisted to visit my daughter.

Meg – Y—Your daughter?

David – Roya. Her name is Roya.

Meg looks at David in shock with tears in her eyes

David – I need to get her here; with her family. This country may have it flaws, but—It’s not dangerous, no way.

Meg – I—David, I’m—

David – Don’t apologise. That’s what Izzy did, I—I should be the one apologising, Meg. I’M sorry.

Meg grabs hold of David’s hand, taking a deep breath as she sighs sadly

Meg – I’m going to help you, David. I’m going to help you get Roya in this country.

Meg smiles at David with tears in her eyes as David freezes, staring at her puzzled in shock

In Sean’s flat – Liam’s bedroom with Liam stood up, stuffing his clothes from the wardrobe into an open suitcase on the bed. Liz enters, standing at the door

Liz – Liam? Look, I know that I’m the last person you want to speak to right now—

Liam – You think?

Liam slams the suitcase closed; turning to Liz, staring at her madly
Liam – Before I go, I—Did it feel good, Mum; seeing me on that bed? Has it felt good seeing my face like THIS since day one?

Liz – No, it hasn’t; I’ve been haunted by it ever since that night, Liam.

Liam – That bruise on your face; how did it get there?

Liz – Your Dad; he—He punched me. He punched me back after I punched him. I deserved it.

Liam – Maybe he does have a backbo—

Liz – I deserve more than that, though. I—I deserve to be locked up; behind bars.

Liam – No, Mum. No, you—

Liz – You hate me, Liam. I can see that now, I can see it in your eyes. I—I want you to be at peace; away from me.

Liz walks out to the corridor and Liam shakes his head

Liam – No—NO, MUM! WHAT RE YOU DOING?!

Liam rushes out to the corridor after Liz as Liz picks up the phone from a table, dialling a number and putting it to her ear

Liz – Hello? Police, please; I—

Liam snatches the phone off Liz; slamming it down as Sean enters, closing the front door behind him

Liz – What are you doing, Liam?
Liam – I may not see you eye-to-eye at the minute, but I am not going to see you on the other end of a table in some PRISON, Mum! I won’t let that happen, do you hear me?

Sean – Liz, you were going to—?

Liz – YES, SEAN; I was going to hand myself in for arson.

Sean – Why would you do that?

Liz – BECAUSE I’M GUILTY, SEAN; I’m guilty for doing that to our son’s face!

Liam – I—I’m going to go out for a bit, OK? Just—Just to clear my head; speak to someone.

Liz walks into Joseph’s bedroom, exiting

Sean – If you leave, Liam—

Liam – I’m not leaving, Dad. I’m not leaving this Hotel, I just—I need to clear my head; properly this time. 

Sean – If you DO leave, then everything is going to fall apart; more than what it’s already done.

Liam – I’m not going anywhere.

Liam walks out to the hallway, exiting; closing the front door behind him as Sean takes a deep breath, sighing sadly

In Elliot’s corridor with Erin opening the front door, Luna is stood in front of her

Luna – It’s not every day I get invited here, you know?

Luna walks into the corridor before Erin closes the front door, turning to her

Luna – Are you sure that Meg will be happy that I’m here? I don’t want to intrude, I—

Erin – If Meg comes back, then she won’t care that you’re here, Luna.

Luna – Why?

Erin leads Luna into the living room, closing the door behind her

Luna – What is it, Erin? I told Michaela I wouldn’t be here long, I—

Erin – Well then, I would give Michaela a text because you may be here for a while.

Luna stares at Erin puzzled before Erin turns to her

Luna – What is this about, then? Come on, at least tell me that.
In the corridor with Elliot stood outside the living room door

Erin – *From behind the living room door* It’s about David.

Elliot looks up, taking a deep breath as he sighs madly; he has tears in his eyes

In Kanvar’s corridor with Nina stood at the front door, opening it; Liam is stood in front of her
Nina – Hello, Liam! Come on in.

Liam walks into the corridor before Nina closes the front door 

Nina – Are you looking for Tariq?

Liam – Yeah, I am. How did you guess?

Nina – Just an instinct. 

Nina smiles at Liam before she opens Tariq’s bedroom door, she nods towards the bedroom before walking into the bathroom, exiting. Liam walks into Tariq’s bedroom where Tariq is, sat down at his desk; looking away from Liam before Liam closes the door

Liam – You told me to come here if I needed to speak to anybody.

Tariq – You had me thinking back there, Liam; about—About God.

Tariq stands, turning to Liam

Tariq – Your brother Jordan; he was gay, wasn’t he?

Liam – Yeah. Why?

Tariq – I—All I know about homosexuality is that—It’s a sin. It’s a sin in religious, and I—

Tariq takes a deep breath, sighing sadly; he has tears in his eyes

Liam – You’re going to cry. Why? What’s the matter, Tariq?

Tariq – I—I’m gay, Liam. I—I don’t like girls, I—I like boys.

Liam – What’s the big deal in that, Tariq? That’s great. That’s great; you’ve accepted it! You’ve accepted yourself.

Liam pats Tariq’s arm, smiling at him

Tariq – No—No, Liam; you don’t—You don’t understand.

Liam – And your family; they know, don’t they? They support you! And that’s great, it really is! It’s—it’s fantastic, in fact; it’s—

Tariq – YOU’RE NOT LISTENING TO ME, LIAM!

Tariq stares at Liam nervously with tears in his eyes

Liam – What is it, Tariq?

Tariq – I don’t like any boy, Liam. I don’t just—I didn’t just turn gay at the click of a finger, I—I’m gay because—Because—Because I love YOU. I love you, Liam.

Tariq looks at Liam nervously as a tear rolls down his cheek as Liam freezes, staring at Tariq puzzled in shock 
TO BE CONTINUED
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